
September 2007 Volume 12 Issue 8

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

President’s Message

The Buddy System

It was a hot morning on August 25, 2007 as
Joel Miller and I were traveling to the East
Coast Regional meet. We were cruising along
I-78 about 10 miles inside the New Jersey
border -- me in my '77 Grand LeMans a.k.a.
Buford and Joel in his Judge. Without
warning, a loud bang followed by a steamy
antifreeze shower greeted me from under
the hood. I immediately shut off the car and
got off the road onto the shoulder. A quick
look through the steam revealed my upper
radiator hose had ruptured. Now, had I been
traveling alone, things would have been
quite different, but thankfully Joel was right
with me. We locked up Buford, hopped in
the Judge and went in search of parts. The
next exit was about a mile up the road. Joel
stopped at the first house he came to and
got directions to a NAPA auto parts store.
They had a hose in stock, as well as a new
radiator cap and all the necessary supplies I
needed. We went back to the car, installed
the hose and added coolant -- would you
believe I had to add four gallons? We
stopped at a gas station and got directions
to a car wash so we could rinse off after our
antifreeze shower. The rest of the day went
without incident -- the sideshow only cost us
about an hour and a half.
If you travel to a long distance show, travel
in pairs if at all possible. The buddy system
works, whether you think you need it or not.
We still made the show -- had I gone alone,
I probably wouldn't have made it there. It
provided us some joy on the journey
(wait 'til our friends hear about this
one -- oh, wait, you just did!).

Doug.

The Original
Pontiac Chieftain

The Power of Pontiac

The G T O Tiger Times

Meeting
Notice

We will have our next
regular club meeting at
the conclusion of the
Freysinger Car show,
Saturday, September

15th, 2007

Be sure to visit our website at: www.gtotigers.wordpress.com

Secretarial Pool

Technology can be a wonderful thing.
It keeps us in touch. It can give us all a
wealth of information right at our fingertips.
It can also bring people together that are
separated by thousands of mile.
This is the topic I wish to speak on today.

As a GTO hobbyist, I strive to gain as much
knowledge as possible about my hobby, so
that I can speak intelligently with interested
people.
One of the reasons I joined not only GTOAA,
but also the SVGTO Tigers was in part to gain
such knowledge. Since immersing myself in
the hobby, I am now at a point where I feel
comfortable helping others with questions
concerning their cars.
I had the opportunity a week or so ago to use
my knowledge of GTOs and technology, to
assist a fellow GTO hobbyist, who I have
never met, and is located hundreds of miles
away.
While looking over the GTO Forum, www.
gtoforum.com, I came across a thread from a
GTO owner in Illinois, who had the misfortune
of ripping the rear spoiler off is beloved goat,
by accident, by catching it on a hose at his
local car wash. While reading posts on
another forum, www.ls1gto.com, I came
across another GTO owner in Texas, who had
a spoiler that he was not in need of anymore,
and it just happened to be the correct color.
So, through a few emails and a few message
posts, I was able to connect these two
individuals, one with a need, and the other
with a solution. As I said, I know neither of
these guys, and asked for nothing in return. I
am content that I was able to use my
resources in a way that helped this stranger
get his car repaired.
After all, that is one of the reasons I joined
the club, and I feel good about that!

Russ



There are no new details about the Hallow-
een Parade.

Brian Little presented details for the October
Gettysburg Battlefield Cruise and dinner.
You should have received details via email by
the time you read this. If not, please visit the
website for details.

New Business
Nomination for club officers for 2008 will be
accepted at the October meeting with
elections to be held at the November
meeting.

Meeting Adjourned.
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Keep you Pontiac
pure! Insist on
Genuine Pontiac
Service

Club News

If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Attention!!!

Saturday,
September 15th

2007

The SVGTO /
Freysinger All
Pontiac Show!

Bring your car and
spend the day with
old friends and get
to meet some new

ones.

9am—5pm

Open to all Pontiacs

See our website for
details

Meeting Notes 8/19/07

In attendance:
Russ Esenwine
Brian and Sarah Little
Abby Smith
Glenn Smith
John Maddux
Doug Warble and Ruben
Rob Schaeffer
Pete Jensen
Eric Jensen

President Doug Warble called the
meeting to order with opening remarks.

Pete Jensen made a motion to accept
the minutes from the July meeting and
was seconded by Brian Little.
Pete Jensen reports that the club
treasury has a balance of 1135.27.

Old Business.
Planning for the fall car show at
Freysinger’s continues in full swing.
Details are coming together and it looks
like it’s going to be a great show. We
have live music planned, thanks to John
Maddux. Also, food and 50/50 raffle will
take place. Doug is taking care of the
awards and we are still soliciting
sponsors.
Doug tells us that the insurance
coverage is in place as well. So, the only
thing missing is the cars. Please consider
supporting your club by attending this
event. Visit the club website for details
and to pre register.
We are in need of volunteers to arrive
early for set up and to move vehicles
around the lot.

September 2007

ATTENTION!

Be sure to check out the website

http://gtotigers.wordpress.com

For the latest information of upcoming
events.

New information is now posted for the
following events:

The Bohn Pontiac Car Show
Hosted by The Royal GTOs

In
Westminster, Maryland
September 30th, 2007

The Fall Gettysburg Battlefield Tour
October 5th, 2007

York Halloween Parade
October 28th, 2007

Rare Goats

When was the last time you saw 2, 73
GTOs, in the same spot?

A beautiful, rare, 74 GTO
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SVGTO Sonic Drive In Mini Meet http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

What do you do, in the waning days of a long and hot summer,
when Mother Nature blesses your with one of the most gorgeous
days of the year?
You gather your goats and go out for a cruise.
This is what happened on Saturday, September 1st.
The place, Sonic Drive In in
Brownstown, Pa. Eleven GTOs
with their owners, kids and
spouses in tow, arrived around 6
pm under the most beautiful of
conditions. Low humidity, sunny
skies, a cool breeze made for the
perfect evening cruise. A
squadron of GTOs from York
made their way to Sonic like a
shiny 1160 horsepower train!
Others from Lancaster, Reading,
Hanover and as far away as
Sykesville Maryland, all gathered
at America’s Drive In.
What an awesome sight, 11 GTO,
all in a row, showing off the goods to all the Sonic patrons that

evening.
So, for nearly four
hours, we eat,
hung out, and
showed off our
pride and joy.
Sonic is a great
place for an event
like this. The food
is great, and there

is ample opportunity to
show off your cars, and to
promote the club to others
who might pull in. We
handed out flyers and
invited several other
Pontiac owners to the Fall
car show. Chris Fox had the
official unavailing of his
recently finished, and freshly
tuned 467 hp, 408 Stroker
motor. And let me tell you ,
this thing moves! You’d
better have some serious
firepower under your hood if
this glittering Impulse Blue
demon pulls up next to you
at a traffic light!
All in all, it was a great
evening. As we departed for the evening, those of us who left last
were sure to stretch our GTOs legs with a few spirited blasts
down 222.

One day I receive a letter from GM stating: that
as a 6 speed LS2 GTO owner, that I could have oil con-
sumption problems down the road, if the car is driven over
3000 rpm, and that my engine would not be covered
under warranty if the oil was not checked on a consistent
basis.
Well needless to say I was upset. When I saw the letter, I
wondered how General Motors could remove themselves
from any liability from
this vehicle and its
warranty? What is
this statement saying
to customers of GM
products? The ever
so popular Corvette is
running a similar
setup as my Goat.
So one day I’m
thinking that I would
like a little bit more
power and stability in my LS2 GTO. Of course I’m going to
drive the car like it’s meant to be driven, otherwise, why
would I buy it in the first place? Well as it turns out, I
talked to quite a few motor heads and learned why the
LS2 had so many oil consumption problems. It was mainly
due to the type of rings they use to make the engine more
efficient and emissions friendly. I bought a reborn, old
school muscle car for the power, not to be worried about
gas mileage.

Knowing that it is a possibility that the warranty
could already be void due to the wonderful letter I got, I
decided to look at my options. The solution came in the
form of a larger cubic inch engine with forged internals.
Checking around on some Internet sites along with talks

with a bunch of
other GTO enthusi-
asts, I decided to
move forward with
an engine swap to
a stroked 408ci
engine. Since my
faithfulness to GM
performance parts
and the quality of
some of their
components with
the low prices

available, I moved on with a GM LQ9 iron block and had it
bored out to .030 over. We added Arias pistons and rings,
Eagle crank with a 4-inch stroke, Eagle 6.125 inch rods
and Clevite main bearings. This alone should create the
type of solid, long lasting engine I am looking for. Next up,
the dyno results.

LS2 GTO Engine Swap, Part 1
by: Chris Fox

Out with the old……...

In with the new



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

2007 Club Officers

Doug Warble—President

513 Chickadee Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: 717-975-9126

lemans6878@yahoo.com

Joel Miller-Vice President

2169 Long Lane

Lebanon, Pa 17046

717-228-0196

millergto@aol.com

Pete Jensen Sr -Treasurer

8 S Madder Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa . 17050

717-697-1578

pjensensr@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

Swap Meet

For Sale

Time has come to part with the LS2 out of my 2006 Goat. It has been replaced
with a 408 Stroker setup.
Details
7800 miles on engine and babied, the 2 oil changes it has had have been with
Mobil 1 Full Syn
Includes everything you see in the pic, from oil pan to valve covers and intake and
exhaust manifolds
Flywheel is not included
Sensors are not included
Pulleys except for the crank pulley are not included
Pretty much what you see is what you get, great running motor, i just wanted
something with more power.
Never been cracked open, came out of the car just as you see it.
I prefer not to ship, but if you pay it and arrange, it can be sent
Located in Manheim Pa $3500 OBO
Chris Fox 717-817-9873

GTOAA Nationals Awards for the SVGTO
Tigers

For the second year in a row, The GTOAA
has awarded the SVGTO Tigers a Bronze

Level Membership Affiliation Award.

In addition, we have also been awarded a
Certificate of Chapter Newsletter

Excellence Award for 2007.

Congratulations to every members of the
SVGTO Tigers!


