
Meeting
Notice

The next regular club
meeting will be held on

Sunday,
February 17th, 1pm

at
Kyle Miller’s in

tandem with the
Daytona 500

Hope to see you there!

President’s Message
Welcome to Our 13th Year

New Year, More Opportunity

It's New Year's Day. I'm watching
halftime during the Rose bowl and my
senses are tickled. Pontiac rolled out a
major ad
campaign for the new G8. In what I
consider to be a do or die situation for the
Pontiac division to survive as a brand. It
looks like GM may have finally got this one
right.

We know they probably got the car
right. Those of you who have 04-06 style
GTOs would probably agree with me. In
the shop, I have seen few problems arise
with these cars. The G8 promises to be all
the GTO was and then some, with more
convenience features offered that the GTO
didn't have.

Advertising for the car was another
matter. It was, well, lackluster at best. For
GM to advertise a new offering during a
major bowl event tells me that they
actually believe this car will be successful.
The formula appears to be right on the
money. Let's hope this puts the shot in the
arm the division needs. GTOs, both old
and new, are gaining popularity among
the public at large. Guys and gals who
weren't car people before are getting into
them. I ask you all as always to keep your
eyes and ears out for these people. Tell
them about the club and the things we do.
We have a few events planned already,
with more on the way. As always, your
ideas and suggestions are always
welcome. 2008 is filled with opportunities
to grow our club family. Let's all have a
good time this year!

The Original
Pontiac Chieftain

The Power of Pontiac

Be sure to visit our website at: www.gtotigers.wordpress.com
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February meeting

I talked to Kyle Miller about meeting at
his house for the Daytona 500. This
would also be our normal meeting date,
he was very receptive. The date is
Sunday, 2-17-08, at 1 pm.

I received a call from a gentleman
named Steve Flurry concerning the
combined POCI/GTOAA meet in 2009 in
Dayton Ohio. He asked me if we would
be willing to coordinate people for a mass
caravan to the meet. There are 14
chairmen for this project that cover all
parts of the U.S. map. Also, the meet is
to be held at or near Wright-Patterson Air
Force base, where a flight of the Wright
bros' plane is scheduled during the event.

Are you hooked yet? ;)

Doug

D’oh, I could have had a G8 !

Kyle Miller: 7248 Sandy Hollow Road
Harrisburg, Pa 17112 —————————>>>
Call Kyle for directions: 717-756-3972



ATTENTION!

Be sure to check out the website

http://gtotigers.wordpress.com

For the latest information of upcoming
events.

Upcoming Events

Nathaniel’s Story
Continued

By Nathaniel Miller

Well alot has happened in one year since Nathaniel bought his first car. We then
bought a 1980 blue parts car for $600 to restore his 1980 special edition turbo
car and get the project rolling. Then Dad bought a 1981 Trans Am to simply flip
and make money. The very next day after buying the 1981, a friend called and
said, You have got to see this car I found for sale in the newspaper. Its local. It
is a 77 Bandit Trans Am. After he phoned us three times being persistent, Na-
thaniel, our friend John and I went to look at it. It came home. The decision was
then placed upon Nathaniel, now at age 10, whether to restore the 1980 or the
1977. It was a decision he did not take lightly. After going back and forth for
about two weeks sitting in both cars, he made a decision. Both cars are special
editions but the 80 has air conditioning and the 77 doesn't. Other than that both
are pretty much loaded. The 77 though is matching numbers. Both are automat-
ics. Both have t-tops. The 77 is a 400. The 80 is a 403 from a 79 donor TA. Any-
way we made a list but I said, "Nathaniel, you must decide which you want to do
as you are the one paying for it." Well, he decided the 77 car would be the new
dream ride. So mama 1980 bird hatched three more in about one week. The
neighbors now saw four Trans Ams at my residence. With my GTO, I could have
had my own car show. It made people look when they went past the house. A
couple times
I almost witnessed rear end collisions as guys would pass the house only to see
the Pontiacs and hit the brakes. I put the 1981 in my front yard and on EBay. It
sold to someone who saw it on eBay but didn't bid. The 1981 went to Lititz, Pa.
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Keep you Pontiac
pure! Insist on
Genuine Pontiac
Service

Club NewsJanuary 2008

If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Pontiac G8 Wagon, above, and the G8 ST,
below

GM announces that Pontiac will receive
other models based on the new G8
Platform. These include a wagon version
and an El Camino like Sport Truck. These
versions make financial sense for GM,
giving Pontiac an expanded line up while
avoiding additional government crash
testing, since the other models underpin-
nings were tested in the form of the G8
sedan. (see page 4, for a special peek)

Random Pontiacs
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The 1980 parts car sold on eBay and went to Wis-
consin to be restored. The 1980 turbo special edi-
tion is now for sale on CraigsList.Com and hopefully
will find a good home soon. That brings us to the
1977 Special Edition. It is a 400 automatic with all
matching numbers. Factory Gold Tinted T-tops, Tilt,
Black Cloth interior, side molding trim, Rear de-
froster, snowflake wheels, and special edition pack-
age are some of the options. Even though it looks
better in the picture than in person, it is very solid
with minor rust here and there. The only thing to fix
or replace is the fender on drivers side. Believe it or
not we found a firebird NOS fender for $9.99 on
eBay. We won and we went and picked it up. The
car sounds good but is not quite road ready as Na-
thaniel and I need to put new front brakes on it and
drain fluids and give it a tune up. We found two dif-
ferent listings on eBay which had the bird decals
and German style lettering for it for less than $100.
The striping that goes all over it can wait as this is
just to make it a driver for now. Nathaniel and I
even convinced mom to help us install the hood bird
on a cold October day. We as a family stood in the
garage, with it raining outside, putting the hood
bird on the car. The garage is tight so we had the
garage door open with the front of the car facing
outward. After accomplishing this task which took
quite sometime, Nathaniel's brother, Nicholas, was
ready to drink hot chocolate and warm up. His sug-
gestion was great. The next day, Nathaniel and I
finished putting on the remaining decals and letter-
ing. What a difference! The interior needs minor
touches. A small dash crack is growing. Either it will
be repaired or sent to Just Dashes when it gets its
new coat of paint. The motor sounds good. The
trunk is nice. Basically the car needs refreshed ex-
ternally. Nathaniel is currently saving to make this
happen. We put snowflake wheels on the 1981 car
with new tires that we bought at the Carlisle GM
Show, so we could keep the tires on the Rally II
wheels which came off the 1981. Nathaniel really
liked the Firehawk Daytona 500 white letter tires.
So I made it happen and we came out ahead. Re-
cently, friends from North Carolina were in to visit
and he informed me he is close to a wheel refinish-
ing place that restores snowflake wheels. After talk-
ing to him, the money made on the parts car was

spent and the wheels left for North Carolina with
them. The car now has Rally II's on it. We anx-
iously await for the snowflake wheels to be re-
turned sometime soon. When they return, the tires
will be put on them and the Rallys will be for sale
to flip and make more money for his project. Na-
thaniel has been asking for me to drive his car to
the club meeting but its not quite ready. Hopefully
by Spring it will be road worthy! The picture below
is when it first came home after its bath.

And with stripe kit installed

Look for Smokey and the Bandit in 2008!



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

2007 Club Officers

Doug Warble—President

513 Chickadee Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: 717-975-9126

lemans6878@yahoo.com

Joel Miller-Vice President

2169 Long Lane

Lebanon, Pa 17046

717-228-0196

millergto@aol.com

Pete Jensen Sr -Treasurer

8 S Madder Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa . 17050

717-697-1578

pjensensr@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

Though, GM has not announced it’s intentions to offer a Coupe version of the G8, or
the possibility of the return of the GTO, based on the G8 platform, this writer wouldn’t
mind seeing this baby in a Pontiac showroom in the future! Pure sex, with four
wheels!

A possible future version of the GTO, based on the new Pontiac G8 architecture?

Welcome to 2008
As I sit here, trying to fill this space with some-
thing interesting, I am looking forward to all the
activities the club has in the works for 2008.
2007 was a banner year for the SVGTO Tigers.
Not only did we double our membership, but we
had a string of successful events throughout the
year that we participated in by many of your fel-
low club members and Mother Nature blessed us
with excellent weather for every one of them.
Now, tell me, when has that EVER happened?. As
part of the leadership of your club, I am espe-
cially proud of the accomplishments of our club
over the past year, and look forward to organiz-
ing another great year of club activities.
That being said, I encourage everyone to take
some time to plan ahead and participate in the
fun and camaraderie that makes this such a great
club. It’s more than just about the cars, it’s about
the people. I have fostered so many friendships
with fellow club members that my cell phone di-
rectory is overflowing with names, numbers and
text messages.
So, with 2008 beginning, get out there and drive,
have fun, participate and make your club even
greater!


