
Meeting
Notice

The next regular club
meeting will be held on
Sunday, April 20th, at

2 pm

The Hillside Café
Exit 35, I83

See you there!

President’s Message

Spring cleaning

While everyone is no doubt excited that
Spring's finally here, there's always the
matter of Spring cleaning. You know, those
chores that have been nagging at you all
Winter but you were too busy planning that
next idea for your car. But, alas, your wife
finally got you out of the garage and into
the basement to "clean up all your junk!"
Well, as it were, I've been
going through my own collection of past
treasured items, parts, old fluid bottles and
ten year old magazines (You haven't read it
in all these years...Yes, I know but someday
I might need that article...}.
Anyway, I came across an article, actually
written last year about Rick Mahoney's '70
Ram Air IV Judge convertible in Hemmings
Muscle Machines. This has to be the
epitome of a basket case car turned crown
jewel. The restoration was handled by none
other than Scott Tiemann and his Supercar
Specialties crew. While I was reading the
article, something caught my attention. To
finish the interior and other bits of this car,
a pristine LeMans was purchased for the
sole purpose of using it as a parts car.
Anyone who knows me knows that I have a
special place in my heart for Tempests and
LeMans. And while they are nowhere near
as valuable as this Judge, I must confess
I'm a bit torn about using a perfectly good
car for parts. Did somebody buy the carcass
and make it a driver again? The article
doesn't say. Don't get me wrong, this was
probably the only source of parts available
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for such an extensive nut and bolt resto.
Maybe the aftermarket and restoration
parts houses should find more cars like
the LeMans in the article to try and
duplicate parts better so that the LeMans
of the world can be preserved AND the
rarest of rare GTOs can be restored and
coexist with one another. Sure, it costs
money to tool up a lot of these things. I
realize that it's simply impossible to save
every last car out there. If we did, we
wouldn't need near the amount of new
iron in the showrooms (except for the
G8s, lots more of those, please!). So as I
close the magazine and ponder all of this,
go over your shelves of unused parts. If
your not going to use them anytime
soon, sell them to someone who needs
them and maybe some more vintage iron
can live another day. Besides, look at all
that shelf space you'll get in return, as
well as a much happier spouse, after
you've washed those shelves down.
After your done with the chores, it's time
for a cruise. Check out the upcoming
events and if you're free, come out and
join us in the fun!

Doug

The Voice of the GTO Enthusiast in South Central Pennsylvania

New Members!
The SVGTO Tigers would like to welcome it’s

newest members:
Dave “Smitty” and Delora Smith, and their

04 Yellow Jacket GTO and
1987 Fiero

Darrell and Grant Ober, and their
65 GTO Hardtop

and

Dave Hejna, Pontiac enthusiast

Congratulations!
To Brian and Sarah Little
on the birth of their new

son, Holden Edward
Little, born 3/29/08!

Future GTO nut!



ATTENTION!

Be sure to check out the website

http://gtotigers.wordpress.com

For the latest information of upcoming
events.

Upcoming Events

SVGTO Club Meeting, 3/16/08

In Attendance:
Vic Schreck
Russ Esenwine
Doug Warble
Brian Little
Andy Kear
New Members:

Dave “Smitty” Smith
Dave Hejna
Darrel and Grant Ober

Shannon “Hank” Rogish, Guest

The meeting was brought to order with open-
ing remarks by club president, Doug Warble.

Russ Esenwine read the Secretary’s report,
which was accepted by a motion from Dave
Smith, seconded by Andy Kear.

In his first official duty, new Treasurer, Andy
Kear, presented the Treasurer’s Report.
Currently the club treasury has a balance of
$1858.37.
The Treasure’s report was accepted with a
motion by Vic Schreck, and seconded by Brian
Little.

Old Business.
Vic Schreck updated us on the plans for the
upcoming ASP Parade and Cruise to Sonic on
April 26th.
The Parade is a go, and we have a total of 14
club members and guests signed up to partici-
pate. If you plan on attending, please contact
Vic (gtojudgepa1@verizon.net) or call him at
717-898-8701 by April 1st.
We plan to gather in the parking lot of the
Park City Mall, along RT 30 in front of Bon Ton
at 10 am. We will leave the mall parking lot en
masse, promptly at 10:30, so as to arrive at
the staging area before 11 am. The parade
route is approximately 1 ½ miles through
downtown Lancaster. At the conclusion of the
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Keep you Pontiac
pure! Insist on
Genuine Pontiac
Service

Club NewsMarch2008

If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Random Pontiacs
parade, we will regroup at Park City for our
cruise to Sonic Drive In, in Brownstown.

The SVGTO/Jones Pontiac All Pontiac Show is still
in the planning stages. The date of the show is
August 9th, 2008, 9-3. We have procured a DJ for
entertainment, and also have secured the
services once again, of Capital Concessions.
There will be no rain date for this show. In the
event of rain, entry fees will be refunded. Top
ten awards as well as a Dealer’s Choice trophy
will be given out. Registration for the show will
be $10 by pre-registration, $15 for the day of the
show. Registration will be limited to 150 cars.
The club will need several volunteers to held set
up and administer the show. With pre-planning
this far in advance, we are expecting a much
larger turnout than last years Freysinger show.
The show will be advertised in local papers and
on the WGAL events calendar, as well as in the
Legend. Please plan to attend and help make
this the largest and most successful SVGTO
sponsored show to date!

Details are also being gathered about the
Neffsville Car show, in Neffsville, Lancaster
County. Though not a club organized show, we
would like the club to have a presence at this
historically huge event.

The Carlisle All GM Nationals are fast approach-
ing, June 20-22. SVGTO is again renting a tent
for the club. We need 25 pre-registrations to get
reimbursed for the cost of the tent. Pre-
registration is now open at
www.carsatcarlisle.com. Pre-registration is $25
for all three days, and each car is allowed one
guest. Deadline for pre-registration is June 1st.
Last year we had a tremendous showing at
Carlisle and made a great impact on the
organizers in proving that there is more to GM
than Chevrolet. Please plan to attend the show
this year. Your participation will help make this
the best show so far!
Word on the street is that legendary Pontiac GTO
PR man Jim Wangers will be attending the show
this year. The Tiger Times will try to secure an
interview with this most famous of GTO
aficionados.

Friday, June 20th, there will be drag racing at
Quarter Aces Raceway. Those who would like to
put their cars through their paces, please contact
Doug. (lemans6878@yahoo.com)

Also, in conjunction with Carlisle, we are looking
to organize the Annual Club Picnic, after the
show on Saturday, June 21st, at Jared Shady’s in
Newville. This will give the club the opportunity
to cruise through the beautiful Cumberland
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Valley countryside, and relax and enjoy the camaraderie with
your fellow club members. This is a great opportunity to visit
with old friends, and meet some of the newest members whom
you may not know.

US RT30 Musclecar Madness is scheduled for July 11-12, at the
York Expo Center. Those planning on attending are asked to
enter the Expo Center through the Carlisle Ave gate, and meet
in front of the Administration Building at 8 am. From there, we
will drive over to the Toyota Arena parking area to register, and
secure parking for our club.

New Business:

Since the Covered Bridge Cruise was such a success last year,
many new members and those who could not attend last year
have asked for a redo. So, we have set the date for Saturday,
May 17th. We will gather at 11 am, at Ashton’s Bagel Café,
Ronks Road and RT 30 East, Ronks, Pa.
If you missed it last year, here is your chance to experience
some of the most scenic and challenging roads Lancaster
County has to offer.

Meeting Adjourned.

Member Profile

Meet Andy Kear
SVGTO Treasurer

Hi everyone, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce
myself as the new club Treasurer.
My name is Andy Kear. I am 30 years old and originally from
Ulysses, Pa. in Potter County, which is about 14 miles from
Coudersport, Pa. I Now live in East Petersburg with my wife of
nine years Jennifer and our two year old son Joshua. I am a
heavy equipment operator for H.L. Wiker Inc. in Lancaster, Pa.
and I have been there for eleven years.
When Pete's schedule wouldn't allow him the time necessary to
continue is his position, I jumped at the chance to get involved.
I am a very new member as I only joined last year, but I have
really enjoyed the cruises, events, and shows that I attended
last year. I look forward to meeting more members in the
upcoming GTO season so I can put a face to the many names
and e-mails I see in this position.
In 1992 as a sophomore in high school there was a yellow 67
GTO that would drive past my bus stop in all weather
Conditions, including the snow. It was being used as a daily
driver for a local stock car driver that was also a logger by
trade, so it was probably in the woods a time or two. This car
was bought by a local body shop which is where my dad found
it and made the deal to purchase it. The restoration took nine
long years to complete and in 2001 we had a show car to

enjoy. We had heard of a 68 GTO that a local guy from Gold,
Pa. had for many years and always asked him if it was for
sale. One day in fall 2003, out of the blue, the car was for
sale, and my dad and I went up to Rochester with the intent
of bringing the car home. The car was drivable, but needed a
lot of work, but we were up for the challenge. I originally was
only going to redo the interior and paint it, but when we saw
that the body-mounts were completely gone, we soon had
ourselves a frame off restoration. Dad, myself and a friend
that is a welder/ fabricator undertook all of the work it. It
turned out to be a great father/son project, but I never want
to use a hand held grinder with a wire wheel again! The paint
work was the only thing that we did not tackle, and we had
that done professionally by L & M auto-body in Ulysses. The
trip to my dads is 230 miles one-way and I must of been up
there every other weekend, but it was well worth it. In spring
of 2006, the restoration was finished and we did our first car
show with both cars in Coudersport at the Maple Festival. We
trailered the car to Lancaster for the first time in August of
2007 as we were planning to attend the GTOAA East Coast
Nationals in Parsippany NJ. At the show we won first place
popular vote for the 68 GTO class, which was an unbelievable
accomplishment for Dad and I as we were up against some
real nice cars. It was there that I met Doug Warble, and Joel
Miller and they invited me to join the SVGTO Tigers, and the
rest is history. If anybody would like to see the picture book of
my restoration, just let me know as I am always happy to
show the pictures and talk GTO's.

Andy Kear
SVGTO Treasurer

Please plan to attend the next meeting as two important
votes tied to our treasury will be considered. The first item
to consider is the expenditure of funds to have our club
logo digitized for the purpose of future apparel purchases
by club members that will have our logo on them. The dig-
itization will be a one time fee. The second item for con-
sideration is the expenditure of funds to host the GeeTo
Tiger at the All GM Nationals event at Carlisle.



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

2008 Club Officers

Doug Warble—President

513 Chickadee Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: 717-975-9126

lemans6878@yahoo.com

Vic Schreck-Vice President

1109 Stony Battery Road

Lancaster, Pa 17601

717-898-8107

gtojudgepa@aol.com

Andy Kear -Treasurer

2628 Northfield Dr

E. Petersberg, Pa. 17520

717-519-6762

andy68gto@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

2008 Pontiac G8, Driving
Impressions

Since reported in last month’s issue, I have
now had the opportunity to take my first
drive in Pontiac’s new flagship, the G8,
specifically, the G8 GT. The short story?

WOW!
But, I know you want more details, so hear
is the long story.
Though it has been difficult to find a G8 on
local dealer lots, they are starting to arrive
at dealers, en masse.
A trip to Faulkner Pontiac in Harrisburg,
finds myself face to face with a Panther
Black G8 GT, shined up, and looking like
Darth Vader on 4 wheels, on the showroom
floor.

The first and most striking thing about the
G8 is its size. Up to this point, I had only
seen this car in pictures, so I never had a
point of reference. This is a big car! At 196
inches, it is about 20 inches shorter than my
70 GTO. But, 40 years of advancement in
packaging and design have paid off big time
in the G8. Though shorter overall than a
classic GTO, the wheelbase is stretched,

which allows for voluminous interior space. If
you think the car is roomy up front, the back
seat is near limo-like. Speaking of the interior,
it’s not only roomy, but beautifully designed.
Top-notch textures and materials have a near
BMW quality about them, and most un-Pontiac
like. Behind the rear seat is a huge 17.5 cu/ft
trunk. Because of the stout structure of the car,
fold down rear seats are not available. However,
the pass thru from the trunk is nearly big enough
to crawl through.

The exterior of the car is striking, especially in
black. The G8 harkens back to the Wide Track
Pontiacs of yore. With its wide, hunkered down,
aggressive stance, this car looks plenty tough.
With snarling hood scoops, a subtle rear spoiler,
and aggressive wheel design, the G8 looks like
it’s moving, even when parked. And when it’s not
parked?
With a 361hp, 6 liter L76 V8 under the hood, the
G8 won’t stay parked for long.
On the test drive, I could summon any amount
of velocity, just by pressing the go pedal. With
385 lb/ft of torque on tap, this car moves! And it
moves, quietly. When getting in the car for the
test drive, I didn’t even know the car was
running! When I got my foot into it, the quad
exhaust barks a muted growl. (And for anyone
contemplating a G8, and needs it to be a bit
louder, Kyle Miller and I inspected the underside
of the car, and the mufflers are easily
swapped!!)

On my short test drive, I really didn’t have a
chance to run the G8 through its paces, but what
I did gather was that this car is fast, stylish,
nimble, quiet, comfortable, and bolted together
like no Pontiac before it!

The G8 is a solid start to the rebirth of GMs
Performance division.

Pontiac is Back!
Stay tuned



April 6th, 2008, New Brunswick New Jersey was the sight of one of the first big goat
events of 2008. Organized by GONE, Goat Owners of the North East, and held at the
On The Border Mexican Cantina, the event turned out to be quite a show.
Approximately 150 cars, including 115 GTOs crowded into the parking lot, on an
overcast, chilly and windy Sunday. The size of the show is a testament to the
fanaticism of GTO owners, who braved gloomy sky, some light rain, and a half dozen
New Jersey state troopers to attend and show off.
The day started at the crack of dawn as we set off from York to build our GTO
convoy. Russ, Smitty, and a transplanted goathead, Dave “Shelby” Stricker, from
North Carolina, set off to meet up with Doug and Jim Fogarty. Our gang of five
headed off to meet with Kyle Miller and Rob Krause (SVGTO friend and paint and

body man extraordinaire) at the Pa
Turnpike.
Our trip across the PAT was uneventful and we eventually hooked up with about 20
more GTO owners from DC, MD, NJ and DE. Our goat convoy had grown to nearly
30 GTOs, all traveling single file up the NJT.
Though not everyone made the correct turns off the exit (NJ signage sucks!) we all
did manage to make it to the show.
The large parking lot around the
restaurant was literally made to host a car
show. As we pulled in, the outer perimeter
of the parking lot was nearly ringed with
every color GTO made! As the rest of the
participants arrived, the parking lot was
nearly filled and it was a sea of GTOs in

every direction you looked. The show was open to all types of cars. Though it was
primarily a new gen GTO show, there was a pack of fine looking classics as well.
As we made our way around the show field, we ran into old friends, made new one’s and
met many people who, up til now, were only anonymous and cryptically named screen
names on the internet.
Some fine cars, good food and chilled to the bone later, the GONE organizers held the raffle drawing and awards ceremony.

Though SVGTO did not take home any awards, three of us won raffle prizes,
and Shelby took home a long distance trophy for traveling nearly 800 miles to
attend!
We started packing up after the awards and hit the road about 4 pm. The trip
home was a little bit more eventful than the trip up. As a result of NJ’s
wonderful, and oh so clearly
marked highways, some in our
group ended up heading to NY
instead of Pa, as the rest of the
group got
splintered into different lanes
on the 5 lane, divided NJT.
Thank god we all have cell
phones, hopefully, with unlim-
ited minutes! We did manage

to regroup once we got into Pa, and none too soon as Doug coasted into the ser-
vice plaza’s gas pumps with a bone-dry
gas tank! After a bathroom break and
some fuel for Doug’s Lemans, we were
off on the final stretch home.

I would like to thank GONE for organizing a wonderful event. Thanks to all who partici-
pated in the convoy for a fun day of cruising and showing. Special thanks go to
RedBeardedGoat, from the CCGTOs for coordinating the meeting points.
Only sunshine would have made it a more perfect day!

More pictures on page 4
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