
event promoters group parking as well as
discount coupons for the event. Email
Smitty if you are going to attend so we
can get the right amount of space and
coupons. And we haven't even got to the
car show in August yet. Our club really
movin' and shakin' with lots of cool stuff
planned for the season. GRRRR!

Doug

Meeting
Notice

The next SVGTO club
meeting will be held on
Saturday, May 17th, at

Sonic Drive In,
Brownstown, Pa. After

the Covered Bridge
Cruise.

If you can’t make the
cruise, please feel free
to join us at Sonic. We

should arrive about
4 pm

President’s Message
Movin' And Shakin'

If you haven't been out to a recent
meeting or event lately, you've been
missing a lot. The ASP parade in Lancaster
was a huge success. The event staff actu-
ally encouraged small burnouts in front of
the judges (!) although I was running a
little hot towards the end. Once we got off
the parade route, the 'Tigers got to stretch
their legs and we all cooled right down as
we cruised over to Sonic for fun, food and
laughs. Our next cruise is May 17th as
we'll once again tour Amish country and
covered bridges. Look elsewhere in this
issue for more details. All GM Nationals is
going to be HUGE! We have secured Jim
Wanger's GeeTO Tiger for the event. We
will need three volunteers to "Beat the Ti-
ger" at Quarter Aces drag strip on Friday.
This will be in addition to the elimination
rounds that day. This will be a big promo-
tion of our club for the event. When it's
not being challenged, the GeeTO Tiger will
be proudly displayed at our event tent. If
you haven't already pre-registered at
Www.CarlisleEvents.com, do it now, you
won't want to miss this one. Make sure to
enter your club affiliation as SVGTO or
GTOAA so that it counts toward our free
tent program. Pre-registrations MUST be
received by June 1 for them to qualify.
Over 50 and our tent gets bigger but we
must have a minimum of 25. We missed
the quota last year by 1 so let's do this
this year. Musclecar Madness is coming in
July. Thanks to new member David
"Smitty" Smith for arranging with the

The Power of Pontiac

Be sure to visit our website at: www.gtotigers.wordpress.com
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Congratulations
To

Vic Schreck for being featured on the cover
of the June 2008 GTOAA Legend!

Welcome
New Members

Doug Mowerer and his 65 GTO and his Mid-
night Blue Metallic 05 GTO

And
Dave Eyster and his 06 Brazen Orange Me-

tallic GTO

The Voice of the GTO Enthusiast in Central Pennsylvania

Saturday, May 17th, 2008

Join your fellow GTO nuts for the 2nd Annual
Lancaster County Covered Bridge Cruise.

Meet at Ashton’s Bagel Café, Ronks Road and
Rt 30 East, about 1 mile east of Dutch

Wonderland at 12 noon.
Cruise your goat around the beautiful Lancaster

Co. countryside.
Cruise concludes with food and fun at Sonic

Drive In, in Brownstown, Pa.

Hope to see you all there!
Don’t let this
happen to your Pontiac



ATTENTION!

Be sure to check out the website

http://gtotigers.wordpress.com

For the latest information of upcoming
events.

Upcoming Events

Meeting Notes 4/20/08

In Attendance:
Russ Esenwine
Kyle Miller
Dave Smith
Doug Warble
Vic Schreck
Joel Miller
Nathaniel Miller
John Maddux
Rob Schaeffer

President Doug Warble called the meeting to
order with opening remarks.

Russ Esenwine presented the secretary’s re-
port from the March meeting. A motion to ac-
cept was made by Joel Miller and seconded by
Kyle Miller.

In Andy Kear’s absence, Vice President Viv
Schreck gave the treasurer’s report. Currently
the club treasury balance stands at $2048.37.
A motion to accept the treasure’s report was
made by Rob Schaeffer, and seconded by Kyle
Miller.

Old Business.

Plans for the GM Nationals at Carlisle we dis-
cussed. The GM Nationals this year will have a
larger focus on the Pontiac Division. Pontiac
Enthusiast Magazine will have a hospitality
tent set up at the show. In attendance this
year will be Legendary Pontiac PR men, Jim
Wangers and Dave Anderson.
The SVGTO Tigers will also have a tent again
this year. As last year, 25 pre-registrations are
needed to get the cost of the tent reimbursed.
Pre-registration must be done by June 1st.
Only pre-registrations count towards our goal.
Mark your club affiliation as either SVGTO or
GTOAA, as both will count towards our goal.
A vote was taken by the attending member-
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Keep you Pontiac
pure! Insist on
Genuine Pontiac
Service

Club NewsMarch2008

If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Random Pontiacs
ship for the tentative expenditure of $500.00 to
sponsor the appearance of the legendary GeeTO
Tiger, Jim Wanger’s recreation of the famous
GTO drag cars. Details will be forthcoming.
A motion was made to authorize the expenditure
by Kyle Miller and seconded by Dave Smith.

A motion was made for a vote to authorize the
club to expend up to $200.00 to digitize our club
logo to be used to embroider club apparel. The
motion was made by Vic Schreck and seconded
by John Maddux.
Digitizing the logo will allow the club to make
club branded apparel, such as jackets, sweat-
shirts and baseball caps. Once the logo is digi-
tized, the club will own the files and we can use
them on all varieties of products.

New Business.
Details concerning the upcoming (now past) ASP
Parade were finalized. Look for the wrap up re-
port in this issue.

The 2nd Annual Lancaster Co. Covered Bridge
Tour is set for Saturday, May 17th. The meeting
place is Ashton’s Bagel Café, Ronks Road, and
RT 30 East. Meeting time is 11am. After the
cruise, we will cruise to Sonic in Brownstown for
dinner, and to hold the May club meeting. If you
are planning on taking part in the cruise, please
call or email Russ.

More details are being finalized for the SVGTO/
Jones Pontiac show on August 9th. We have the
services of a DJ and Capital Concessions for
food. We are looking into dash plaques, as well
as sponsorship for goodie bag stuff. As more de-
tails are finalized, look for updates in the club
news section of up coming issues of the Tiger
Times.

John Maddux gave us an update on what’s hap-
pening with our charitable partner, MJ Anderson.
Currently, MJ Anderson has acquired the prop-
erty to use for their new facility as well as receiv-
ing funding for phase one of the renovations.
They are also planning another fund raising golf
tournament set for June.

The May club meeting will be held on Saturday,
may 17th, at Sonic Drive In, in Brownstown, fol-
lowing the 2nd annual Lancaster Co. covered
bridge tour.

Meeting adjourned.
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American Spirit Parade Wrap Up.

I would like to thank all who participated in Lancaster’s
4th annual American Spirit Parade. The rain held off, the
cars looked great, and the crowd was very receptive to
the symphony of tail pipe music we played for them.

The day started out as
planned as we all met
at the Park City Mall
and caravanned as a
group to East Orange
Street and found our
staging area even
though we had to go
around the block
because the event
staff personnel wasn’t in the designated area to direct us,
but we found our place, right along side the Prison.
Maybe the organizers were trying to tell us something.

The parade began around 1:20 and with engines revving
we slowly crept our
way 2 miles to the
reviewing stand. All
the while, tach nee-
dles were bending as
the engines roared
for spectators who
clapped and egged us
on to unleash the
“Tigers” under the
hoods of restrained

goats. Cameras clicked, while video camera’s were
aimed at the 8 GTO’s and 2 Leman’s as people pointed at
the line of cars cheering, while others put their hands
over their ears as we played our overture in H.D. (High
Decibel.)

Our group was introduced twice, once at the beginning

of the parade, and at the end of the parade at the re-
viewing stand. It was nice to hear the announcement of
the Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers by the announcers
who introduced us to the crowds of people who cheered
us and who have never before heard of our organiza-
tion.

After an hour and twenty minutes creeping through the
city waving back at the spectators while “showgoating,”
we all said goodbye to the many Veterans who were on
hand who have given unselfishly of themselves to
protect our freedom, we paid homage to Veterans who
sacrificed their lives so we can enjoy ours, and First Line
Responders, who we rely on in a crisis by saying thank
you with multiple 400 horse power salutes.

We then
regrouped at
Park City to give
the cars a
needed break
with car hoods
opened to cool
down the beasts
that reside under
there. We all
reflected at the
great time we

had, then headed to the Sonic in Brownstown for snacks
and drinks.

It was a great time indeed, and the first of many events
we have planned for this year. I hope many more
members come on out and share in the fun. I hope to
see you at the next event, the Covered Bridge Tour on
May 17th.

Vic Schreck

Photos by Eric Aull

The Ultimate GTO enthusiast accessory



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

2008 Club Officers

Doug Warble—President

513 Chickadee Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: 717-975-9126

lemans6878@yahoo.com

Vic Schreck-Vice President

1109 Stony Battery Road

Lancaster, Pa 17601

717-898-8107

gtojudgepa1@verizon.net

Andy Kear -Treasurer

2628 Northfield Dr

E. Petersberg, Pa. 17520

717-519-6762

andy68gto@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

By The Numbers
Russ Esenwine

For most collector car enthusiasts, there are two
words that strike gold in our hearts, “Matching
Numbers.” As we scour the classifieds for that one
special collector car, those two words jump off the
page like they were printed in neon. But what
exactly do these two words mean, and why are
they so prized?

Back in the day, when each car maker had their
own cars with their own engines, cars were built
and “labeled” with specific numbers that identified
the car body, frame and drivetrain, as one. The
cars VIN number would be stamped on the body
tag, frame and engine, and all those numbers
would match, indicating that all of that collection
of parts were originally installed in that particular
car. Originality is what brings the big bucks in the
collector car market.

But………….does that really matter in your
enjoyment of your car? Of course not.
If you purchased your car new, or purchased it as
a future investment, then a matching numbers car
would carry the most desirability and hence, have
the highest value on the collector car market.
But, some of us, just want a car we can drive,
tinker with, restore, show, (or show off) and just
plain have fun with. This is an instance where
numbers matching is meaningless.

I say this because, I am one of those who doesn’t have
a numbers matching car, and really never had an issue
with that.

Before I set out on my quest to find my ultimate
childhood fantasy car, a 1970 GTO, I considered what I
really, really wanted in my car. Was I going to make it
a 100 point show car? No. A just off the showroom
floor original? No. So what was I looking for? I wanted
a GTO I could drive, one that I would not worry about
when a leaf fell on the hood. I wanted a car that I
could enjoy without stressing over every little thing. I
wanted the cool car I saw when I was 7 years old, that
I could take out and cruise in, and most importantly,
look cool doing it!

I looked at a lot of GTOs on my search. Some were
wonderfully original, numbers matching examples, that
were beautifully restored, but they had one big
drawback. They were way more money then I had to
spend. I looked at some, that looked like they had been
through the wringer, and would have required much
more time, money and skill than I had.
Then, one day in July 1995, I stumbled across a
relatively solid 70 GTO Hardtop, sitting on a dealer lot
in Enola. The car was equipped with a 400 V8, 4 bbl
carb, and a THM400 automatic. A close look at the VIN
showed those magic numbers, “242” It was a genuine
GTO! $25 dollars got me a packet of info from PHS for
verification. Yep, this was the real deal. The car was a
real good 20 footer. Pretty straight, clean with only a
little rust, and an odometer showing an “unverified”
56000 miles. $5000 dollars later, I was driving it home.
So, what did I get for my $5000? I got a non-numbers
matching, original looking GTO to call my own. Not too
often do you come across a decent car for that kind of
coin. I was lucky to find it.

And the numbers? Well, as I said, they don’t match,
but what I did find was an interesting collection of non
matching pieces. The 400 is an XH block, bearing the
casting number 9799914, which was pulled from a 1970
B body (Bonneville or Catalina). Though not original, at
least the engine is period correct. The block is topped
with #16 heads, and based on the date codes, they are
69 GTO HO heads. The carb is a Quadrajet (made by
Carter for GM, under license from Rochester) 4MV, with
part number 7029262 from a 69 GTO. As far as I can
tell, so far, the THM400 appears to be original. The rear
is a 12 bolt, probably scavenged from a Chevelle.

When you add it all up, it comes out as a cool cruiser,
which runs and drives but won’t win points with the
judges. Does that matter to me? No way!

I’m not in it for the trophies; I’m in it to drive!


