
Meeting
Notice

The next regular club
meeting will be held

Sunday, August
17th, 2 pm at the

Hillside Café.

Please plan to
attend.

President’s Message

This month’s president’s message is a
special one.
This is a letter I received from
Jim Wangers, after the GM Nationals:

A note of thanks to you, Doug...
…and the entire Susquehanna Valley GTO
Tigers club for making me feel so welcome
at the recent GM Carlisle event.

As you might appreciate, I attend a lot of
Pontiac events and I know a good one
when it comes along - this was one such
event.
Taking the GeeTO Tiger to the drag strip
as well as the time spent on the show field
with your club made it a delightful
weekend. I know I speak for my guys,
Dave Anderson and Robert Johnson when
I say one more time, thanks for being
such gracious hosts.
Let's keep the Pontiac hobby alive!

Cordially,
Jim Wangers

The Power of Pontiac

Be sure to visit our website at: www.gtotigers.wordpress.com
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A Personal message from Doug

It is with a heavy heart that I write this post.
Truth be known, I have been struggling with
this decision for awhile now, but I feel it is
time to make it. I will not be seeking another
term as President of our club. I have several
reasons for this. First and foremost is my
family. As you all know, I have a wonderful
wife and four wonderful children. My boys in
particular are coming to an age where I need
to focus my energies on them and their future
if I want them to share in my passion for this
hobby. My GTO is still in pieces and the 68
LeMans is beginning to show more advanced
signs of cancer under the vinyl roof. I want
them to share in every aspect of both
projects. Also, during club events I find that if
I invite my family to share in the event then
my attention is divided between the assigned
task of leading this happy band and attending
to my family, all too often choosing the former
instead of the latter. It makes for a less than
enjoyable experience on both ends. I feel I
need to reverse the order of this. My career
may also be turning a corner in the not too
distant future which would leave me with even
less time to devote to club duties. When I
took this position three years ago, our club did
not have a lot of activity going on. Thanks to
our current membership body, we have
become very active. Much of my vision has
been fulfilled. Now it is time to pass the torch
to someone more capable than myself to
continue the mission of our club-to preserve,
restore, modify and enjoy one of the greatest
musclecar ever built. I feel I am leaving the
club in very capable hands. It has been an
honor and a privilege to serve in this position.
I will serve out the remainder of my current
term which expires at the end of this year. I
will continue to be active in the club for many
years to come. Thank you all for
understanding my motivations for making this
decision.

Doug

The Voice of the GTO Enthusiast in Central Pennsylvania

Jim Wangers and Dave Anderson
signing our club banner.



ATTENTION!

Be sure to check out the website

http://gtotigers.wordpress.com

For the latest information of upcoming
events.

Upcoming Events
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Keep you Pontiac
pure! Insist on
Genuine Pontiac
Service

Club NewsMarch2008

If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Next Club Event

The next SVGTO club event
is the York US30 Musclecar

Madness show

Saturday, July 12th, at
the York Expo Center.

You should have already
received an email from
Smitty with the details.
Plan to arrive between

9-930. Enter the
fairgrounds through the

Carlisle Ave gate. Proceed
left and gather at the

Administration Building.
There you will receive your

discount
coupons and we will then

caravan together across the
grounds to the show. We

have secured an are for the
club so we can park

together.

See you Saturday!

Meeting Notes, 6/20/08

The June SVGTO club meeting was held a the
Carlisle All GM Nationals.

In Attendance:
Russ Esenwine
Mac Esenwine
Doug Warble
Joel and Nathaniel Miller
Vic Schreck
Rob Schaeffer
Matt Natale
Hejna
Dave Smith
Brent Lehman
Jim Fogarty
John Maddux
Andy Kear
Art Kear – New Member
Frank Tottle – New Member

Robert Morrett—New Member
Brian Little
Special Guests: Jim Wangers and Dave
Anderson

The meeting began with the introduction of
Jim Wangers and Dave Anderson and the
presentation of the autographed club t-shirt to
Jim.
Jim expressed his thanks to the club for
inviting him to share in our club’s activities,
enthusiasm for the Pontiac hobby, and for the
club’s generosity in sponsoring the GeeTO
Tiger.
Jim also invited to club to participate in the
Keystone POCI All Pontiac show at AW Golden
Pontiac on Sept 22nd, in which he will also be
making an appearance.
Old Business:
Warp up of the All GM Nationals.
Details were discussed concerning the York US
30 Musclecar Madness show, July 12th. You
should have all received and email with the
details.

Vic Schreck updated us on the progress of the
planning of the SVGTO/Jones All Pontiac show,
August 9th. Trophies, dash plaques, goody bags
are all in the works. Steve Jones has offered a
$500 donation to the club to help underwrite the
show costs. The club would like to express its
sincere appreciation to Steve Jones for all his
support for this show.

The Neffsville car show is scheduled for Septem-
ber 20th from 9-4. We will need 10 pre
registrations to reserve a club area on the show
field and additional club perks. Dash plaques will
be available to the first 400 registrations. Entry
fee is $20 and includes lunch. It has been
suggested that we have our annual club picnic in
conjunction with the Neffsville show. Details
should be worked out sometime by the end of
July.

The Gettysburg Battlefield Tour, version 2.0 is in
the planning stages for sometime in October.
Details will be forthcoming. In conjunction with
the cruise, Sarah Little suggested that the club
visit the Hoffman Home of Youth, where she
works. This would be a great opportunity to
show off your ride to kids who would otherwise
not have a chance to see anything like this.

A suggestion was made that our end of year
banquet be held at the Hershey Antique Auto
Museum. Details will come in a future newsletter.

Just a reminder, the GTOAA Eastern Regionals,
hosted by the Garden State GTOs, is August
22-23, in Parsippany, NJ. Several club members
are planning on attending.

A cruise to the Jigger Shop in Mt. Gretna is also
in the planning stages. Look for details to come.

SVGTO Tigers welcomed three new members at
the GM Nationals.

Meeting adjourned.

Welcome New Members
The SVGTO Tigers would like to welcome the

following new members:

Art Kear: 67 GTO, 2000 WS6 TA

Robert Morrett: 68 GTO, 04 GP

Frank Tootle: 06 GTO



Recent Events http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/
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Carlisle 2008. An experience of a Lifetime!

Every June, when the summer sun starts to turn central Pa into
a sauna, Carlisle Pa turns into Detroit, as thousands of exam-
ples of some of General Motors finest work rolls into town for
the All GM Nationals. This June was no exception. No
exception, but one: the gathering of more Pontiac iron then this
writer has ever seen in one place.
With the help of Pontiac Enthusiast Magazine, and the SVGTO
Tigers, the word was spread since last June to make the 2008
show the biggest Pontiac event ever at Carlisle.
I was in awe at the sight
of nearly 80 GTOs as well
as nearly as many
Firebirds/Trans Ams and
other Pontiacs, spread
out across a vast swap of
Carlisle real estate.
Again, I think we caught
the event organizers
napping. Though we had
much more space
provided than last year, our expectations of the turn out were
smashed, as Pontiacs poured into every available space. The
classing was still not quite right, but better than we expected.

The weekend started out on Friday. Several SVGTO members
arrived early to set up. Our locating was perfect, with our tent
situated just across the aisle from the Pontiac Enthusiast tent.
Jim Wanger’s GeeTO Tiger was brought out of it’s trailer and
put on display.
Friday evening, Brian Little and Kyle Miller headed to Quarter
Aces Dragway to Challenge the Tiger. You can read about their
experience elsewhere in this issue.

Saturday was the big day. Arriving about 9 am, with my trusty
cadre of drivers piloting my heard of three Ponchos, we pulled
in to register and were amazed just at the sight of all the
Pontiacs in the registration area. There were nearly enough just
in the registration parking lot to conduct and impromptu show!
After registration, we set off to find out home for the day. As
we drove down the aisle towards the tent, GTOs lined both
sides of the road. What a sight! Takes your breath away. After
getting situated, then came the primping for the show.

I managed to wander around to show grounds and take lots of
pictures, but for the most part I hung around the tent, as the
crowds flocked to gaze and ask questions about the new G8. As
a personal observation, I don’t think I could have attracted a
bigger swarm if I had covered the car with honey and parked in
the middle of a bee farm! But, I did manage to make my way
around the show field, check out the cars and chat with many
many folks, some of whom I only knew from chatting on the
Internet.

The highlight of the day was also one of the greatest moments
for me personally, meeting the man himself. The Godfather of
the GTO, Mr. Jim Wangers and Dave Anderson! Jim is a delight-

ful man, with a rye sense of humor and more knowledge of
Pontiacs than just about anyone I know. It was fascinating to
listen to him tell stories from the glory days of working with
Pontiac on the GTO. I’m not just talking about facts and
figures, but the little details about the internal struggles with
management to get the GTO right and in the hands of the
public.
Jim graced the club with his presence at our tent to meet the
members. The attending members of the Tigers all signed a
club t-shirt and presented it to Jim as a token of our sincere
appreciations. Later, we were able to get some pictures that
were truly one in a lifetime opportunities.

Sunday was a relaxing day. A lot of the cars were gone, but
many came back for the day. It was nice to be able to relax.
The conversations were more casual and relaxed as well.
Although the G8 still drew a crowd, I was able to get more
face time with friends. Jim Wangers was also there on Sunday
and many of the members got to sit down with him and chat
for hours, without the crush of autograph seekers.

The awards were posted and several club members took
home trophies. Brent Lehman won 1st place in his class for his
beautiful 69 Judge. Matt Natale took third in his class for his
“beyond clean” 2005 GTO. Delora Smith won the People’s
Choice Award presented by Pontiac Enthusiast Magazine, with
her 2004 GTO. Dee will also be featured in a feature story in
an upcoming issue of PE. The SVGTO Tigers won a third place
Club Participation Award for drawing 25 club members to the
show! Congratulations to all who attended.

As the show wrapped up after the awards parade, there was
one last “reward” presented. In a secluded back section of the
now deserted show field, my 12 year old son Mac, budding
Pontiac enthusiast, got a big surprise, as “nervous” dad (me)
tossed him the keys and let him take a few laps in the G8!
Click on the link to see the video. Needless to say, he left
there wearing a big smile!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeAUSpW8vTU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Us40X9Aad4g
Check out the rest of the pictures here:

http://s4.photobucket.com/albums/y108/777DadandJr/GM%
20Nats%202008/



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

2008 Club Officers

Doug Warble—President

513 Chickadee Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: 717-975-9126

lemans6878@yahoo.com

Vic Schreck-Vice President

1109 Stony Battery Road

Lancaster, Pa 17601

717-898-8107

gtojudgepa@aol.com

Andy Kear -Treasurer

2628 Northfield Dr

E. Petersberg, Pa. 17520

717-519-6762

andy68gto@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

The Winner’s Circle!

2008 Carlisle All GM Nationals SVGTO Winners. Congratulations!

Brent Lehman, 1st 68-72 GTO
(file photo)

SVGTO Tigers, 3rd, Club Participation

Matt Natale, 3rd, 05 GTO class

Delora (Dee) Smith, People’s Choice
presented by

Pontiac Enthusiast Magazine



By Kyle Miller

So here it is, the afternoon of Friday June 20, 2008. The day I have been preparing for, worrying about and anxiously waiting for!!
My first trip (ever) down a drag strip in my 05 GTO (the Dirty Hussy) and it was going to be against that “beastly” looking 66’ GTO
(the GeeTO Tiger). To this day, I am still unsure exactly how my name got on that list to race him (Dave Andersen) in that 66’
GTO, but never the less I am happy it did!

Once at the track, the anticipation continued to grow. Fellow 05’ GTO
owner and SVGTO member Brian Little was providing me with tips and
allowing me to pick his brain with the many questions and worries I had.
After a short time had past, it was decided that Brian as well as myself
would take a “time trial” run down the track. As I follow Brian from our
parking spots up to the water boxes, I could feel the butterflies take flight
in the pit of my stomach! So many things to do, not do and to remember;
I was driving myself crazy. Anyway as I setup and do my burnout I get
very little tire spin and just a squeal or two. Yup, I forgot to turn off the
“Traction Control”! I figured well since I am on street tires, it was no big
deal. I lined up to the tree and waited for the last amber colored light to
glow. As the lights blinked “on” down the tree and that final amber col-
ored light lit up I gave that Hussy some gas, let the clutch out….. and
stalled it!

After making a complete fool of myself on my “time trial” run, I had no
idea how I was going to line up against that 66’. As the time past and my girlfriend and some of my friends showed up to the
track to watch me race, I was driving myself crazy thinking about the terrible “first” run I had. It is one thing to make a fool of
you in front of a bunch of strangers, but I sure did not want to do it in front of my friends!

Finally I get the word, its time! I walk over to the Hussy and fire her up. As I
am getting ready to pull out of my parking spot, the Pro Stock class was filling
the “staging” lanes. I then noticed that Dave Andersen has snaked through the
Pro Stock cars and was sitting at the front of the pack, with me at the complete
back of the back and no way to move forward. Like I needed any more things
to worry about! After about 2 minutes, one of Dave’s guys walked out to me
and motioned for me to follow him. As he split the pack of Pro Stocks in the
Staging lanes I carefully steered the Hussy between front and rear Pro Stock
bumpers. I made my way to the front of the pack and was now parked behind
the water boxes right beside that beast of a 1966 Pontiac GTO (GeeTO Tiger.)
Since the Pro Stock class has already started it was decided that we would go
after that particular bracket was done.

After what seemed to be an eternity we were told to get back into our GTOs
and get ready to lineup. Now with my first run on my mind and all the mistakes

I made, I was anxiously determined to make a good run. I hop into the Hussy, buckle up, fire her up and turned Traction Control
off; check 1! We are motioned to pull up to the water boxes and then to spin our rear tires. I light them up and ride out the
burnout a little; check 2. I line up to the tree, bring up the Hussy’s rpms to around 2500 and get ready for that last amber color
light to turn on; check 3 and 4. There it is… I slide out the clutch and give it more gas! I think to myself “YA, I didn’t stall it”! I run
through first gear, shift into second and well on my way down the track. I then slammed third and watched as Dave Andersen in
the GeeTO Tiger quickly reel me in after my approximate 3 second head start! I cross the finish line, Dave crossed the finish line
and we line up going down the “shake down” lane. Wow, what an adrenaline rush! I must say that I never have been more
anxious and relieved at the same time before. I was happy that I made it through the race without stalling it or making any other
noticeable mistakes. My time was not even a concern of mine until I was able to pull the Hussy into a parking spot and go over in
my head what had just happened. As I am still sitting in the driver’s seat, some of my friends and a couple SVGTO members
approached. As I am now looking over my slip, Doug Warble (SVGTO President) says “Did I hear correctly, you ran an 8.89”, with
a huge grin on my face I said, “Yes!” Wow, that was great and a decent time to boot! I think all my friends that came out to
watch me were just as happy and excited as I was when the race was over.

After settling myself down, I headed towards Dave Andersen (feeling pretty darn good about my run) and “thanked” him for
giving me such a unique and exciting opportunity! This is one memory that will be stored in the memory bank for a long time to
come!

My Dirty Hussy and Me
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Brian Little Races the GeeTo Tiger
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By: Brian Little

Finding out that our chapter would be hosting Jim Wangers,
Dave Anderson, and the GEE T O Tiger I thought was pretty
cool. Then Doug said that we need 3 volunteers to race on
Friday night at Quarter Aces drag strip for the “Beat the Tiger”
campaign. I think I almost broke my computer’s keyboard
emailing him! Needless to say it seemed like forever until that
weekend arrived! Friday we all met up at the
Carlisle fairgrounds then cruised down to the track. Kyle Miller
and I took 1 time trial pass to try to get the jitters out (didn’t
work for me), then about 6:30PM Dave and I went to the
staging lanes and waited for the elimination round to start. We
talked a little while we waited, as well as listening to Jim being
interviewed in the announcer’s box about GTOs, then the
national anthem played and we lined up, did our burnouts

(Dave’s was MUCH bigger than mine with my street tires), and staged. Let me just tell you, it’s
intimidating to have the Tiger next to you in the staging lanes! I had a good launch, just a little too early (red
light by .0014 seconds!), hit second gear and had bad wheel
spin, got that under control, hit third, and about 20 feet from
the finish line I hear the Tiger coming! I couldn’t tell who
crossed the stripe first (I would have lost anyway with the red
light). It ended up being Dave by only .0355 seconds! What a
thrill the whole night was, especially when I was told that
Pontiac Enthusiast magazine was there taking photos of us
racing! I was actually shaking after I parked the car!

I thought for sure the weekend couldn’t get better, but
Saturday was no slouch, either. I got to meet Jim Wangers
during the day for a couple autographs, one on the owner’s
manual of my car, and the other on the print of the GeeTO
Tiger that they gave the other challengers and I for racing on

Friday.
They are all such down to earth and friendly people. I felt
as though I was talking to my own Grandfather (also near
80 years young) when I was talking to Jim, and Dave
seemed like a long lost uncle or something. As we were
preparing to leave around 5PM, Jim came over to our
chapter tent for some photos. He blew me away with his
comment about my SAP grilles, saying, “I like what you
have done here.” It was quite a weekend to say the least!

Special thanks to Vic Schreck for the pics from the dragstrip.


