
we would have liked. Russ is working on
this and once the new site is ready you
will be notified.

We are working on upcoming events, and
will be posting them shortly on our web-
site’s calendar of events. Keep checking
the site often for updated information. I
encourage all members to consider com-
ing on out in 2009 when you can, and
experience some of the fun many of us
have been enjoying.

Vic

Meeting
Notice

The next regular
Club meeting

Is

Sunday, February 15th,
2pm

At Hillside Café.

Be sure to visit our website at: www.gtotigers.wordpress.com

The Voice of the GTO Enthusiast in Central Pennsylvania

The Power of Pontiac
February 2009

Volume 14 Issue 1

President’s Message
Happy New Year Everyone!

As we begin a new year we say goodbye
to 2008, a year that presented us with
continued club growth, one of the most
successful seasons the club has enjoyed, a
challenge for us to retain our National
charter which we were able to do, the
Pontiac community losing a legend in John
Swaruk who passed away in November.
2008 has been highlighted throughout the
year in our newsletters. As I look back
and read though them, I can’t help but re-
flect at how fortunate we were to have en-
joyed the company of Jim Wangers,
SVGTO mentioned and pictured in Pontiac
Enthusiast magazine, club members re-
ceiving awards in regional and national
events, our All Pontiac show’s success,
SVGTO partnering with Jones Pontiac in
Lancaster which affords our members the
opportunity to save money in servicing,
parts, and car purchases just to name a
few. The sun shined for us in 2008 as we
enjoyed near perfect weather for all
events we participated.

As we begin 2009 our hope is to build on
the successful year we had in 2008 and
hope the weather again cooperates. We
begin the year with a changed club logo
and dropped “Tigers” from our club name.
Shortly we will be revealing a new im-
proved website. We’ve outgrown our cur-
rent website as we were limited on its use
and could not format the site as well as

The G T O Tiger Times

A New Year
A New Look!

Well Gang, 2009 is now upon us, and with that
some exciting new changes are in the works
within your club.
As Vic stated in the President’s Message, we
are working on a new website. Our hope is to
add more info and functionality to our website
to make it more user friendly, add more con-
tent and make it an easy place to go for the
latest club news and info.
You will also notice a refreshed design for your
club news letter. This edition features the roll
out of the new club logo, banner logo and mini
logo that were created over the winter hiberna-
tion. Many thanks to all those club members
and budding graphic artists who joined to-
gether to create a brand new club identity. It is
our hope that you are pleased with the results!



ATTENTION!

Be sure to check out the website

http://gtotigers.wordpress.com

For the latest information of upcoming
events.

Upcoming Events

Meeting Notes, 1/18/2009

In Attendance

Russ Esenwine
Brian Little
Vic Schreck
Doug Warble
Dave Hejna
Kyle Miller
Rob Schaeffer
Andy Kear
Dave Eyster

Treasurer’s Report, by Andy Kear
Club treasury balance is currently
$1927.22.
Accepted by Doug Warble, 2nd by Rob
Schaeffer.

Discussions under old business:
*Holiday Party wrap up. Many thanks for
Kyle Miller for hosting!
*The SVGTO sent a $100 donation to the
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in honor of
John Swaruk.
*A call to all volunteers with an interest in
being chauffeurs at the Lincoln Kennedy
Memorial Golf Classic for MJ Anderson.
Date of the event is June 25th, 2009. De-
tails to come.
*New club logo rollout. See new logos
used in this edition of the newsletter.

Discussions under new business:
*After much debate, the revised Member-
ship dues structure is in place. SVGTO/
GTOAA member dues are $15.00.
SVGTO/Non GTOAA member’s dues,
$25.00. New SVGTO members who own a
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Keep you Pontiac
pure! Insist on
Genuine Pontiac
Service

Club NewsFebruary 2009

If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Random Pontiacs
GTO, MUST join GTOAA at time of registra-
tion. Combined membership is $50.00. New
members, not owning a GTO, are not re-
quired to join GTOAA. Dues are $25.00.
*Realignment of all member dues will go
into effect January 1, 2010. The will assure
a common renewal date for all members.
*All SVGTO members will be receiving a
membership card with a unique member-
ship number. This card will be valid for dis-
counts at Jones Pontiac, the SVGTO Pre-
ferred Dealership and club sponsor.
*SVGTO All Pontiac Show committee meet-
ing to discuss details of the 2009 show. De-
tails will be presented as they come to frui-
tion.
*New SVGTO website is in the works. All
members will be notified when the site is up
and running. New website address will be:
www.SVGTO.com
*New window decals are being printed as
we speak. All current members will receive
one decal, either static vinyl or adhesive
backed. Additional decals available for
$3.00/ea.
*In addition to decals, new club apparel is
being priced. Details to come.
*The first event for 2009 will be the Ameri-
can Spirit Parade, April 25th, 2009. Details to
come.
*SVGTO officers are working with Pontiac
Enthusiast Magazine to combine forces and
resources for the All GM Nationals at Car-
lisle.
* The Club is looking for idea for cruises for
2009. If you have an idea, or know of an
interesting place to cruise to, please send
us your ideas!
*SEMA (Specialty Equipment Manufacturing
Association) has been in contact with
SVGTO about doing a feature story on your
club for an upcoming issue of the SEMA
Newsletter. The feature should appear in
the March 2009 issue.
*Dave Gauge, Host of My Classic Car has
been invited by SVGTO to attend our All
Pontiac Show.
*Anyone who is going to the GTOAA/POCI
Co-vention in Dayton Ohio, please contact
Vic or Brian about organizing a caravan to
the show.

Meeting Adjourned



Recent Events http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

Page 3

What’s next for Pontiac?

There is the $64000 question.

If you have followed the news of late, things are not
rosy in the glass towers that are General Motors.
Staggering losses and dwindling cash have made for
tough times at the former worlds largest automaker.
The tanking economy, the spike in gas prices and
overall consumer skepticism have all conspired to
nearly bring the once mighty GM to the brink of bank-
ruptcy.
As GM scrambles to figure out how to stop the hem-
orrhage, news reports have been all over the map.
One day, Pontiac is done, the next, it’s not. Hummer,
Saab and Saturn are all on the chopping block.
Pontiac however, at least for the moment, has been
given a reprieve. And why not? Pontiac is GM’s sec-
ond best selling car division, selling 358000 vehicles
in 2007, compared to Chevrolet’s 2.2 million. Only
GMC trucks sold more vehicles than Pontiac.
So, now comes word that Pontiac will be spared, but
will emerge as shadow of it’s former self. Word on the
street now is that Pontiac will be molded into a niche
brand, selling only a few model lines, specifically, the
much-praised G8, the Solstice, and the Vibe. The G6
may stay in the model line up, but sales of the G6
plummeted from over 15000 units in January 2007, to
only about 2500 in January 2008. The El Camino-
esque G8 ST, based on the much beloved Holden Ute
has officially gotten the axe. The rebadged Cobalt,
the G5 and the hastily rebadged Aveo, nee G3 will die
an unceremonious death. Of course, this may change
tomorrow.
G8 sales have remained steady over the nearly one
calendar year of sales. As of January, total G8 sales
stand at 16333, with 2 months to go. GM forecasted
sales of 20000 G8s per year. Should steady sales con-
tinue, they will almost hit the mark. Pretty impressive
considering how tough it is to sell a big V8 sedan in a
faltering economy.
So, only time will tell the fate of GM and in particular,
the Pontiac division. Stay tuned.

Russ

Pontiac G8 GXP Hits the Ground Running!

Hot on the heels of the much lauded Pontiac G8
Sedan and GT, the newest version of the Aussie
built muscle machine, the GXP went on sale in
January. Priced at $39,995, the new G8 GXP has
the distinction of being the most powerful car to
wear the Pontiac Arrowhead. Loaded for bear
with a SAE certified 415 hp LS3 V8, the GXP
twists the pavement with 415 lb/ft of torque,
shredding the rear tires of the stout Australian
built GM Zeta Global Rear Drive Platform. The
GXP shares the look of the muscular G8 GT with
a few added features. The GXP wears a unique
front fascia and rear diffuser. Standard with GMs
6L80 Six Speed automatic transmission, or op-
tional with the Tremec TR6060 6 speed manual,
the GXP turns in 0-60 times of 4.7 seconds. Rid-
ing on GXP specific, polished 19 x 8 wheels, and
retuned FE3 suspension, the newest hot rod from
Oz handles with the same sure footed confidence
of the G8 GT. The suspension of the new GXP
was tuned at Germany’s famous Nurburgring
12.5 mile road course. Stopping power is pro-
vided by 4 piston Brembo disk brakes. The GXP
also receives is own distinctive leather interior,
with GXP embroidery on the seatbacks. The
thundering LS3 breaths through a revised dual
exhaust system, which is tuned for a throatier
rumble than the standard issue GT. The GXP is
available in any of the 8 standard G8 colors.

If you have not taken the opportunity to sample
any one of these terrific G8s, visit Steve Jones at
Jones Pontiac to arrange a test drive. But,
beware, you may leave with a lighter wallet!

Russ



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

2009 Club Officers

Vic Schreck-Vice President

1109 Stony Battery Road

Lancaster, Pa 17601

717-898-8107

gtojudgepa@verizon.net

Brian Little-Vice president

109 5th Street

Biglerville, Pa. 17307

717-677-4241

bsalittle@embarqmail.com

Andy Kear -Treasurer

2628 Northfield Dr

E. Petersberg, Pa. 17520

717-519-6762

andy68gto@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net

SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

Hi Gang;

I have finished the GTOAA Chapter Sur-
vey for 2008 and I am happy to inform
you we have met our goal of the mini-
mum requirement for our club to remain
chaptered for the upcoming year. Thank
you to all the members who answered
our appeal to consider joining the Na-
tional Organization. We were in jeop-
ardy of losing our charter and because of
you we were able to retain it. We still
however have some work to do to get us
to where we need to be and beyond in
the upcoming year.
The officers have met numerous times

and discussed options that will help us
get to the 50% mandate that will go into
effect Jan.1 2010. As you know we re-
structured our member’s dues for the
upcoming year. We wanted to imple-
ment a fair structure that would have as
little impact as possible to the member-
ship keeping in mind the sensitivity of
the economy while at the same time pro-
moting and growing our club. As 2009
approaches I want to remind everyone of
the new dues structure and to notify
every one of a couple modifications we

will be implementing.

Effective January 1, 2009 All SVGTO members who
are GTOAA members will continue to pay the 15.00
yearly club fee. ALL SVGTO club members who are
not GTOAA members, this includes members who do
not own a GTO will see an increase in club fees to
25.00 per year. SVGTO has kept its members dues at
a minimum for many, many years and resisted rais-
ing dues. As the GTOAA gradually ups its percent-
ages to their target goal of 100% at some point in
time we must take steps now to not fall into the
same situation we did this past year. Raising dues
was not an easy decision but we must safeguard
against falling too far behind the minimum percent-
ages again.
Also beginning Jan.1, 2009 any NEW member who

elects to join SVGTO and owns a GTO, will be re-
quired to join the GTOAA at the same time they join
our club. We will still accept non GTO owners as
they will not be required to join the GTOAA and their
dues will be set at 25.00
For those members who renew between Jan-June

30 your 2009 Dues will become due the month of
Jan. If Andy doesn’t receive your 2009 dues by Jan
31, we will assume you chose not to renew and your
name will be removed from the club roster. If your
dues are up for renewal July –Dec 31 2009 your
dues will be due the month of July. This realigning
as stated previous is to coordinate every member’s
membership to be due at the same time beginning
Jan 1, 2010 which will aid in our bookkeeping and
make it easier to track memberships for the Chapter
Survey.

We do not want to lose any members, we felt the
decision we made would have the least impact on
our membership. We understand the economy is
not in the best of shape and kept that in mind as we
discussed ways to keep up with the GTOAA man-
date. Our club is not the only club struggling with
the GTOAA mandate and we hope through your con-
tinued support, and understanding we can continue
to grow and enjoy what we have built on so far.

Please don’t forget about our club referral program
that enables club members to refer new members
and a chance to get your annual fee free, and our
preferred Dealer program that affords you 10% dis-
counts in service, and parts, specialized pricing on
performance parts and discounts on car purchases at
Jones Pontiac in Lancaster. By utilizing this benefit
you could get your club dues money back many
times over depending on how often you take advan-
tage of it.
If you have any questions I will do my best to an-
swer them.

Vic.


