
Greetings From Ohio!
By Todd Olejniczak

The follow story is a recap of Todd’s adventure to a racing fantasy
holiday and attendance at the GTOAA Nationals.

It was a treat for me to be one of the invited guests of Pontiac, along
with 75 or so other new GTO owners who received complimentary

access to the Grand American Rolex GT
and the Daytona Prototype sports car
race, at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. We
all received special VIP parking in a
grassy area near the paddock. Pontiac
had their top of the line hospitality set up
for breakfast lunch and dinner. You felt
as those you were one of the team own-
ers or mega corporate sponsors attending

the race. I have to say another huge Thank
You to Steve Sitek personally and everyone
at Pontiac Motorsports for treating us so
well again. They even arranged permission
from the track to allow owners to take a
parade lap in their own personal cars be-
fore the big race and in front of all of the
fans around the track, treating them to the

sights
and sounds and smell of unbri-
dled 400+ hp and the swift
release of a clutch or from a
power brake maneuver. They
have done all of this and more
before at Mid-Ohio the last 3
years and twice at Watkins Glen
NY. To better understand what

this racing is all about, check out
http://www.grand-am.com for the
race schedule. Attendees were also
granted access to closed off garage
areas, received personal paddock
tours and met and also ate lunch

with many of the drivers of the
series and received autographs and
photo ops. A weekend that won't
soon be forgotten!

After the weekend of the Rolex GT
series races Saturday and Sunday,
I had
s o m e

free time from Sunday afternoon until the
GTOAA started on Tuesday, so I can say
that I was officially the first person to
arrive and be in attendance this year! I
anticipated the arrival of all the other

The Original
Pontiac Chieftain

The Power of Pontiac

Meeting
Notice

The next regular
club

meeting will be
Sunday, August

19th, 2 pm
The Hillside Café

Exit 35, I-83
2 pm.

Be sure to visit our website at: www.gtotigers.wordpress.com

Congratulations !
to

Todd Olejniczak for winning the GTOAA
Nationals Autocross event, and for
posting the fastest overall time of the
event. Read in depth on page 4.

Sometimes, you just have to have
a little fun!!!
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Continued on Page 5

What do you do when 400 hp in your 2006 GTO just isn't
enough?
In the coming months, you will be reading about Chris Fox’s
journey to get 500 rwhp out of his 2006 Impulse Blue GTO.
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Keep you Pontiac
pure! Insist on
Genuine Pontiac
Service

Club News

If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Congratulations!

The SVGTO
Tigers

would like to
extend best
wishes to
member

Chris Fox

who was
married on July

7th!

Best Wishes to
you and your
new Bride!

Meeting Notes

Meeting Notes 7/22/07

In Attendance:
Russ Esenwine
Brian and Sarah Little
Warren Anderson
Joel Miller
Nathaniel Miller
Doug Warble and Ruben
Vic Schreck
Larry Lake
Jim Fogarty
Bob Lynch
John Maddux
Rob Schaffer
Pete Jensen

Doug called the meeting to order with opening
remarks, welcoming new members in
attendance.
Russ Esenwine gave the secretary’s report,
which was accepted by Pete Jensen and
seconded by Warren Anderson.
Pete Jensen gave the treasurer’s report. The
club treasury balance is currently $2013.00.
The report was accepted by Rob Schaeffer and
seconded by Jim Fogarty.

Old business:
The floor was open to discussion among the
members to get feedback about last month’s
events. The GM Nats at Carlisle were a
tremendous success. 42 GTO and upwards of
100 Pontiacs made for a great Poncho showing
this year.
The club would like to ask all those who
attended Carlisle, to please go to
http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/gm/survey.asp
and fill out the survey. This will help Carlisle
Events
understand the needs of the Pontiac enthusiast
and address some of the concerns about this
year’s show. We encourage everyone to
suggest the need for proper Pontiac classing
for future shows.
Doug also reported on the GTOAA Nats, which
were held in Columbus Ohio in late June.
A synopsis of the event can be found on this
page.
We also discussed Musclecar Madness which
was held in York, on July 14th. Again, another
good showing for GTOs and Pontiacs. The
Musclecar Madness wrap up can be found on
page 5.

Continuing with old business, an update on the

June 2007

planning of the SVGTO All Pontiac Show a
Freysinger Pontiac in September.
Plans are proceeding. John Maddux has lined
up some music and is looking into having a
local radio station set up as well. Erik Jensen
has secured a food vendor for the show as
well. Doug is working on door prizes,
sponsorships and trophies.
The flyers announcing the show have been
designed and are awaiting final approval. I will
post the flyers on the website so all members
can print some out, to hand out to anyone
they happen across with a Pontiac.
We are looking for volunteers to arrive early
the day of the show and help to move cars
around to make room for the show. This is the
perfect opportunity to take a look at some
unfamiliar Pontiac hardware. There may be a
used GTO or two that needs to be moved!
As details become ironed out, I will pass them
along.
New Business.
There are a few announcements about future
events.
The 2008 GTOAA Nats will be held in mid July
in Saratoga Springs New York.
The East Coast Regionals are coming up in
August, in Parsippany New Jersey. See the
events calendar on the website for the exact
dates and times.
A motion was made for the SVGTO Tigers to
sponsor one of the class awards at the East
Coast Regionals. The motion was accepted by
Bob Lynch and seconded by Warren Anderson.
The SVGTO Tigers will expend $75 to sponsor
a class award for this show.
Another event coming up in 2008 is the
Lancaster American Spirit Parade. This parade
is in honor of all Veterans, Police, Fire, and all
first responders. More details will be coming
about this event. The parade is held in
Lancaster in April 2008. Vic Schreck has
volunteered to be the point man for this event.
Russ Esenwine announced that the 2007 York
Halloween Parade is this year, again being
coordinated by the YWCA. As details become
available, all members will be notified.
Brian Little has volunteered to be the Event
Planner for an Autumn Gettysburg Battlefield
cruise and picnic at his house, to be held in
mid October. Details to come.
Kyle Miller has offered to host a holiday
gathering at his newly finished great room.
This will most likely be held in November in
lieu of a December club meeting. Details to
come.

Meeting Adjourned.



and decided to
pack it in for the
day.
So, another
successful Muscle-
car madness is
history. If you
happened to miss
it, there’s always
next year

For more photos from Musclecar Madness please
visit:

http://nikivee.fotki.com/york-us30-nostalgia/

First Pontiac G8 Rolls off the Line!

The first engineering prototype of Pontiac's new G8 rolled off
the assembly line of GM Holden’s Elizabeth Australia factory.

Carrying on the lineage of
the GTO, the G8 is first
model to use GM’s new
global Zeta platform.
Available in North America in
early 08, the G8 will
replace the current Grand
Prix.
A rebadged Holden
Commodore VE, the rear
wheel drive G8 has been

garnering glowing reviews in the
motoring press.
Initially available with a 261 hp
3.6 liter V6 with a 5 speed AT in
base form, a GT model will be
coming later as the top dog with
a 362 hp 6.0 liter V8 and
standard 6 speed AT and optional
6 speed manual. The new G8 will
be Pontiac’s new flagship model, putting the accent back on
GM’s performance division.
We can only hope that
Pontiac opts to lop off two
doors and give us goat
herders a real
head-turning G8 based
GTO!

Page 3

2007 York US 30 MuscleCar Madness http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

Musclecar Madness Wrap Up.

Saturday, July 14th, greeted us with beautiful sunshine. I have to say, that
the SVGTO Tigers have been duly blessed this year, with wonderful event
weather, and the day of Musclecar Madness was no exception.
Arriving at the York Expo Center, we were
immediately thrown a curve-
ball, as the event had moved
from the
Memorial Hall, to the New
Toyota Arena.
Consequently, we were not
allowed to enter the grounds
through the Highland Ave-
nue gate, as usual. Not to be
deterred, a quick and
smokey U-turn put us on the
path the main gate.
Once inside, the parking lot
adjacent to the Toyota
Arena was nearly filled with all matter of vintage Detroit iron.
A quick scan driving in revealed a herd of goats already parked and shined
up. We pulled into our spot, surrounded by 3 other club members who had
graciously save us spaces and we were there.
After check in, it was off to see the cars. And boy, were there cars. By mid-
day, the count was somewhere between
300-400! There were
approximately 20-25 GTO on
display. Every GTO from 64-06 was represented, except, of course, the

elusive 73-74 varieties. Many
hours were spent walking
around the show field, admir-
ing all the
beautifully restored, and the
amazingly untouched survi-
vors.
Inside the arena were the
“hands-off” displays of the US
RT 30 Dragway Nostalgia Re-
union. On display were the
very cars that used to scream
down the ¼ mile track that
was US 30 Dragway, before, of

course, it became an airport runway. Having not lived in this area during
those Dragway years, I was in awe of what some of these, dare I say, crazy
motorheads had driven. How would you like to scream down a drag strip at
150 mph, sitting nearly on the ground, with the differential in your crotch?
Uh, not me.
But, I must admire the bravery (read: insanity) of these pioneers of drag
racing.
As the day wore on, more cars continued to arrive, as others left for the day.

A needed break, a comfort-
able chair, and a yummy pit
beef
sandwich does wonders
when you are wore out.
We had to
continually circle the field as
more and more cars arrived.
We
certainly didn’t want to miss
anything.
Though, by about 330, we
were just plain exhausted,



GTOAA Nationals Auto
Cross, Columbus, Ohio

By: Todd Olejniczak

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers
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The event was held at National Trail Dragway in the parking lot and
was hosted by the Ohio Valley Region of the SCCA.
The event was held in the parking area of the facility and was set up
as a typical temporary road course with the use of orange pylons

indicating the course
direction. The event was
open to all participants of
the GTOAA Nationals, of
which we have approxi-
mately 45 cars or so of all
ages, mostly late model new
GTO's. There were classes
for stock and prepared,
which I fell into, and the
classic cars. We were all
given a lap or 2 of practice
to get the course figured

out, and a total of 10 timed laps or runs broken into 2 groups of 5
runs with lunch in between.

Members of the OVRSCCA were on hand to give ride around in their
own cars to help if people desired as well. They also provided an
official scoring system to the hundredth of a second and had course
workers monitoring for time infractions for hitting one or more cones,
which I believe were a 1 or 2 second infraction per cone hit and
moved from it's spot.
The cost to enter for GTOAA members was only $30 for this fun filled
day, where all you had to do was arrive and drive your own vehicle to
the best of your personal and it's ability.
As stated I was in the class for prepared cars which included the near
full race car of Justice Pete of Pedder's aftermarket suspension fame
for the new GTO's. His car has serious power adders, as well as all of
the latest suspension bits including coil overs, race bushing and
steering gear, as well
as a body widening kit
which allows for 315
series rear tires and
275 series front tires! I
was limited to my 235
series 18" factory is-
sued Bridgestone
RE040's.
All in all, fun was had
by everyone and I was
fortunate to win my
class and also post the
quickest lap overall,
setting my fastest lap in my last run, even with the car out of gear
through the first and second corners.

The breakdown of my runs were as follows in order:
1. 33.116
2. 32.960
3. 32.540
4. 33.963 hit 1 cone
5. 33.058
6. 32.804
7. 32.936
8. 32.944
9. 33.132
10 32.200

The 2008 GTOAA will be held in Saratoga Springs, NY and
there will be another autox event scheduled so I urge
everyone in attendance to participate and have the most
legal fun you can with your car, young or old!
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guests and looked forward to meeting many new people and seeing countless examples of
one of my favorite marks.

The GTOAA Nationals for me was enjoyable overall but it was also somewhat discouraging
in the fact that their was an undeniable Old vs. New GTO love/hate relationship present, and
it annoyed me quite a bit. I left for this trip on Friday June 22nd, embarking on this 9 day
fantasy vacation packed to the gills, and giddy with excitement. This was going be an
extended 'Me" trip, all alone doing car things with car people, and a re-charge of sorts.

I should point out this was my very first GTOAA
Nationals having just become a member in the
preceding months, and that I have no other
firsthand experience to compare it to. The
attendance other than the weekend was much
lower than I expected, perhaps that's the way it
always is?
Things were pretty low key as I noticed most
found them selves in a chair next to their car
for the majority of the event? Many owners
have understandably arrived just for Saturday's
show portion, as they probably could not to

take the vacation time to be able to attend the entire event? It certainly seemed to double
in size on Saturday alone?

In hindsight, I guess I took an observer's view of the event, choosing not to even so much
as wash my car from the drive out and the weekend at Mid-Ohio or put the proper owner
signage in it with car # etc, and much of the time just left it at my hotel which was a couple
blocks away and just walked back and forth. OK, there was a threat of showers from Wed
through Sat that I conveniently used as my excuse. Why wash it now when it's only gonna
get dirty and needs washed again was my thought. I knew before I arrived that the awards
and show competition was not my bag, never has been.

I quickly found and was reminded that there is so much cynicism with those who simply
want nothing more than to have their name called and be told their car either placed,
showed or even won a particular class
and receive an otherwise worthless me-
mento of recognition. So much so that it
undoubtedly brings out the worst in
people who forget that car shows and
meets in general should be more about
meeting people, sharing common inter-
ests and stories, vs. what is correct or
incorrect or worse yet griping about why
some certain car was allowed to be in a
particular group because of one detail or
another. I often wonder why these people
ever got into cars, and what happened
along the way that made them change
their attitudes towards others and the
hobby in general?

I did remark to one new friend made in attendance that at times my pride of ownership had
since waned after witnessing other's actions and such.
I simply chose not to be a party to it and kept to myself, and my Miller Lite!

There were obviously many, many excellent examples of museum quality restorations in
attendance and it was a thrill to me to be able to view them as well as sit in on the numer-
ous seminars and gain additional knowledge and appreciation for those that engineered

these cars and learn about what it was like
when it was actually happening.

I got perhaps the biggest thrill from talking
with Jim Wangers, more on this in a bit, as
well as Art Fitzgerald. Who is Art Fitzgerald
you ask? I'm assuming of course that
everyone reading this already knows who
Jim Wangers is, and if you don't, I'll let you
Google that one on your own. Art
Fitzgerald, simply known in the automotive
industry as "Fitz" was and still is the
gentleman who illustrated all of the original
advertisement artwork for Pontiac that you
used to see in the 50's 60's. Many were of
the GTO, however, others were of the wide
track Grand Prix's, Catalinas, Bonnevilles

etc. I have always had an appreciation for that time and style of ads and would lovingly
search them out when attending car shows from those dealers carrying paper, or original
owner's manuals and the like. I would also painstakingly extract them from LIFE magazines
with a fresh razor blade, to get the cleanest and largest surface area available for framing. I
thought that LIFE Magazines were the best
source for locating these, given that the size
was larger than other periodicals at the time.
Art told of his many years in the business, of
personal relationships with John Delorean and
others at Pontiac, of in house conflict and
struggles, public and company perceptions of
certain ads and otherwise gave a unique
insight into the promotion and advertising of
not only our famed GTO's, but of all of Pontiac
and the entire automotive industry during that
time, truly fascinating stuff.

Regarding Jim Wangers, I also met and spoke with him at length, and listened to others wax
poetically to him with their appreciation of him, for all things old GTO and his connection to
it. Having a natural flair for timing, when the time was right, I was able to have him agree
to sign the sun visor of my car and thereby leave a permanent record of meeting him while
connecting his legacy to what may turn out to be one of the last of a breed? I have included
photos of this. Originally my idea was to have him to sign the passenger side airbag cover,

for all to see all the time, however, he gently and
then convincingly persuaded me otherwise and that
signing the underside of the sun visor would be best
in the long run, explaining that it could, if desired, be
removed from the car if needed and be protected
from the sun and elements etc. Who was I to argue
with Jim Wangers on this? In hindsight, I don't recall
seeing him sign another vehicle the entire week, as
he spent the majority of his time inside in the AC
behind a table in the quad area, promoting his books
and shirts and other memorabilia. I don't know this
for a fact, but I may have been the only one to have

had this done this year, can't say for sure. After talking with him more inside, I purchased
his book The Glory Days, which he also signed, dated and wrote a nice personal inscription
to me on the inside page, which admittedly I have yet to

Pontiac had 5-6 vehicles from the Heritage collection inside in one of the ballrooms, includ-
ing their silver '64 GTO, a wonderful mid 60's
example that I forget the exact year and color of,
a Carousel Red '69 Judge, as well as one of the
first SAP equipped prototype Barbados Blue 2004
models, and last but certainly not least, a
Spice Red Metallic 2006 GTO which is the very last
US based production late model GTO ever
produced.

Pontiac also had other traveling show cars and
racecars outside along with the brand new, not
yet released Pontiac G8 model based on the
Holden Commodore that will be available next
year. There was also a mobile dynojet in the
parking lot for those that wished to put their
money where their mouth was to end all
speculation as to just how much hp their car had,
and perhaps have bragging rights over their friend.

I decided to spend my Saturday with another new
found friend who also drove his new GTO along up
to Norwalk OH for the Summit Motorsports Park
NHRA Nationals, since as mentioned before I
personally had no interest as to who won what
class with what car etc which I understood is akin
to watching paint dry. If you have never been to
an NHRA event, you will get your chance this August 16th -19th when the make their annual
sop at Maple Grove in Mohnton, or Reading. Nothing like two Nitro burning Top Fuel or
Funny Cars blasting past you with as 16,000 horsepower, 8,000 per car shakes your chest

and you feel it throughout your entire body!
The US Geological Society has tested and
reported that when 2 of these cars leave the
starting line it is equal to about a 2.1 on the
Richter Scale from power transmittal!

Overall, it was a terrific gathering of terrific cars,
and I anticipate going again this year so that I
can defend my autocross titles, and I encourage
all those who plan to attend regardless of what
car or how nice it is to also participate as well. If
you own it and you actually drive it, as opposed
to trailer it everywhere and simply look at it,

autocross it and enjoy it. All of these cars were built for the purpose of driving them. Not to
drive them and push them to some degree is an injustice to them and those that created
them, in my opinion. It should also be noted that no GOATS were harmed or injured in the
running of the autocross event, and that everyone had a blast! There were hundreds and
hundreds of GTO's in attendance, yet less than 50 total took part.

My other hope for next year is that as more time goes by, the owners of the original GTO's
will learn and understand that like them, new GTO owners are just like them and simply
appreciate all things cool and fast, car guys and gals. And hopefully those that are some-
times alienated will have less reason to feel so, and those who have shied away from the
new GTO owners will be more likely to reach out to make new friends and keep this great
hobby going for generations to come? The GTOAA for 2008

will be held in
S a r a t o g a
Springs, NY.
Will you be
there? Enjoy the
photos.

I would personally like to thanks Todd for
contributing this story.



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

Swap Meet

GTO Web Resources

http://ultimategto.com

http://www.gtoheaven.com

http://www.gtoalley.com

http://www.yearone.com

http://www.amesperf.com

http://performanceyears.com/newsite/index.
html

http://www.ls1gto.com

http://www.gtoforum.com

http://www.remautoinc.com/

For Sale
1975
Grand LeMans 350 ci Auto, Buckets, nice car ,needs tail pipe
for inspection
100K miles. Would make good 75 GTO concept car $ 1800.
best offer.
Pete - 717-697-1578

2007 Club Officers

Doug Warble—President

513 Chickadee Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: 717-975-9126

lemans6878@yahoo.com

Joel Miller-Vice President

2169 Long Lane

Lebanon, Pa 17046

717-228-0196

millergto@aol.com

Pete Jensen Sr -Treasurer

8 S Madder Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa . 17050

717-697-1578

pjensensr@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

Attention All Members!

In order to bring you the latest
information, I need email addresses for
the following members:

Kevin Forry
Meade Green
Howard Wyland
Erik Jensen

Please send you email address to Russ:

macgto@comcast.net

Because of space limitations in this issue, be sure to check the website for any updated events!


