
Meeting
Notice

The next regular club
meeting will be held on

Sunday,
March 16th, 2pm

at
The Hillside Café, Exit

35, I83

Hope to see you there!

President’s Message
Off to the races

Yeah, I know, we're still in winter.
Don't tell that to the NASCAR boys,
though. The 10th of February marked
the beginning of the 2008 season. But
while they're off and running, we're
still in the middle of winter's craziness-
cold, wet and miserable. I want to
race. I want to smell Gas, Tires and Oil
being consumed. So while I may not
be in sunny Florida (or have a multi-
million dollar contract with a home
improvement center just so they can
emblazon their logos on the sides of
my car...), I can still dream of warmer
days ahead of us. It's been my vision
for awhile now to have some sort of
racing venue to attend as a club. As
we discussed at the February meeting,
there are three I have in mind. The
first is drag racing during the All GM
Nationals, to be held at Quarter Aces
drag strip. The second is the Pontiac
Outlaw drags to be held at Cecil
County MD. The third will prove to be
a bit more interesting. I would like us
to participate in an autocross at some
point this year. Some of you folks with
older cars may be thinking, "There's
no way an old GTO could carve the
corners." This isn't as much about
speed as it is driving skill. Any car is
welcome to participate at an auto-
cross. The cost is minimal, and I can
tell you from past experience that it's a
blast. Some of us have had pent up
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wantings of smoky burnouts and
speed. I think this can be a great way
to achieve that. As we found out
during last year's parade, that's not
the venue we can do it in. It may
please the crowd, but not the law.
The last thing any of us need is for
someone to get hurt as a result of
unnecessary antics. The venues will
provide us with a safe and controlled
environment in which to enjoy the
loud pedals of our awesome
machines. We'll keep you posted with
the latest on when all this fun will
take place. Pinks, anybody?

Doug

The New Face of Pontiac



ATTENTION!

Be sure to check out the website

http://gtotigers.wordpress.com

For the latest information of upcoming
events.

Upcoming Events

Meeting Notes 2/17/08

In Attendance:
Russ Esenwine
Doug Warble
Joel Miller
Nathaniel Miller
Andy Kear
Mark Kear
Vic Schreck
John Maddux
Kyle Miller
Todd O
Matt Natale
Jim Fogarty
Brian Little
Rob Schaeffer
Joel Nace

The first 2008 meeting of the SVGTO Tigers
turned out to be a great success. Thanks to
the gracious hosting of Kyle Miller, the meet-
ing was held in Kyle’s kicka** bar room to co-
incide with the 50th running of the Daytona
500.

The meeting was called to order with opening
remarks, by club president, Doug Warble.

Russ Esenwine gave the secretary’s report
from the December meeting.

Due to the changing of the guard in the treas-
urer’s position, no report was given. Currently,
the club treasury stands at approximately
$1200.00.
As previously noted, Pete Jensen Sr. had to
reluctantly step down as club treasurer, due to
a change in his work schedule. Pete served
the club for two years and his commitment to
his position is greatly appreciated.
Doug made the formal announcement, wel-
coming Pete’s successor to the treasure’s
post, Andy Kear. Andy joined the club last
year and brings an enthusiasm and commit-
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If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Random Pontiacs
ment, as well as a gorgeous 68 Goat to the club.
We welcome Andy to his new post with much
gratitude.

There was no old business to discuss, having
closed out 2007 at the year-end party in Decem-
ber.

New Business
The discussion of new business consisted mainly
of a forward look in detail at the upcoming sea-
son’s events.

One of the biggest events this year, as always,
will be the Carlisle All GM Nationals. The SVGTO
Tigers had a great success at last year’s event,
and proved to the Carlisle Events staff that the
show is about more than Chevrolet. Our pres-
ence last year caused the event organizers to sit
up and take notice, and as a consequence, have
been much more active in coordinating the
Pontiac display for 2008. For our part, the
SVGTO Tigers will be placing an ad for the show
in the Legend Magazine. For those who are
GTOAA members, you already are receiving it.
Also, Pontiac Enthusiast Magazine is not only go-
ing to set up a major display area at the show,
but will also be promoting the show in their pub-
lication as well. It is clear from all sides, that
Pontiac will have a much greater presence at this
year’s event, than ever before. The club urges
every member to plan to attend this year to help
prove that GM is more than just Chevrolet.
The show this year run June 20-22. Pre-
registration is strongly encouraged. The SVGTO
will be renting a tent for the event again this
year. As before, if we have 25 pre-registrations,
we will get reimbursed for the cost of the tent.
Same day registrations do not count towards our
total, only pre-registers. Last year, we missed
the mark by one! Please pre-register by June 1st.
Pre registration is $25.00/car and is good for all
three days. Please be sure to mark SVGTO or
GTOAA as your club affiliation so that you can be
counted. This year, Carlisle events will count
both SVGTO and GTOAA members towards our
goal. The easiest way to register is online at
www.carlisleevents.com

As announced at the December meeting, plans
are moving forward with the ASP Parade in Lan-
caster. Event date is April 26th. See the enclosed
insert for details.

After the parade, the plans to make a cruise to
Sonic in Brownstown. If anyone is unfamiliar
with Sonic, it has been the sight of many im-
promptu cruise ins last year. Sonic is a 21st cen-
tury adaptation of the classic drive in, with a bit
of high tech thrown in. The food is good. The
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atmosphere is fun, and the slushies are kicka**!

On Sunday, April 6th, the group G.O.N.E. (Goats Owners of the
Northeast) is holding a car show in New Brunswick NJ. Informa-
tion about this event can be found here:
http://www.ls1gto.com/forums/showthread.php?t=208324 This
show is shaping up to be a quite large event. I would be inter-
ested in getting an idea of who would like to go. They are en-
couraging pre registrations. So far, looks to be about 150 cars.

Many other events are planned, both locally and regionally. The
calendar of events is attached in this newsletter, and also
posted on the website. As details become available, the list will
be updated.

Several SVGTO organized cruises were suggested, including:
Scenic Route 30/Pike to Bike Cruise, to Breezewood Pa.
Lancaster Co cruise to the Jigger Shop, in Mt. Gretna.
The Neffsville Car show in Neffsville, Lancaster Co.

The club is working on all the details for the All Pontiac Show,
scheduled for August 9th. This year, it will be held at Jones
Pontiac in Lancaster. With the full support of Jones, this show
looks to be shaping up to be something quite grand. Details will
be forthcoming as plans are made. Please mark your calendars.
We would love to see a huge club turnout.

There was also some discussion about some of the club mem-
bers who might be interested, to participate is an Auto Cross
event this summer. I have posted some dates on the events
calendar for anyone interested.
If you are unfamiliar with Auto Cross, it is a timed racing com-
petition, which involves negotiating around a tight course,
marked by traffic cones, and competing for the fastest time.
Any street driven car is eligible, and no special equipment is
required, with the exception of a helmet. Auto Cross, or Auto X
as it’s referred to, is a lot of fun and can give you practice in
seeing how your car handles. It’s not a high speed race; you
will seldom ever get out of second gear, but there is a fair
amount of skill involved. It’s a lot of fun, and anyone can try it.

We look forward to another great year!

Meeting adjourned.

The Cold War

A few issues ago Todd O. wrote an article highlight-
ing his trip to the GTOAA nationals last summer, and if you
missed it you really should go back and check it out. Todd had
some remarkable experiences that can be classed “once in a
lifetime,” but at the same time he saw something that both-
ered him.

It was the animosity he could feel between the Old
School and the Next Generation. You know what I’m talking
about – the schism that exists between classic Goat owners
and the high-tech new kids on the block. Well, this old vs. new
thing isn’t unique to GTOs.

I have a brother-in-law with a couple of restored
1960 Austin Minis. He belongs to a huge regional club, and I
asked him how classic Mini owners view the new models. He
said that some members have no problem with them, and
some turn their noses up at them. Sound familiar?

I asked him how he feels about it and his answer
was that he, personally, likes the new ones, “as long as you
recognize that, other than the big speedometer and basic
body shape, there is nothing similar about the two.”

So it’s kind of like the same thing, except in our case
the new models don’t really look like the old ones. But I drive
a classic, and I have to tell you that I absolutely Love the new
Goats. That’s because I took the time to look at them and see
what they’re all about. Let me tell you, I wish I could have
one, and I’ve never even Rode in one! But I sure admire them.

But that’s how I am: I can go to a car show and fully
appreciate any nicely kept vehicle, regardless of make or
model. They’re cars. And we’re all just car owners.

That’s why it’s really dumb to have this Cold War
within the Pontiac division and worse, among GTO owners. I’m
proud that our club rightly welcomes any year or model Goat
into its ranks. It’s probably our strongest asset. (Although, I
still have a big problem with clones.)

John Maddux

What are they thinking?

In the last issue, I mentioned that the big news at Pontiac this
year is the arrival of the Holden designed G8. Also mentioned,
was GMs announcement that a G8 based SportsWagon, and an
El Camino-like, G8 ST (Sport Truck) would be joining the
Pontiac stable. Well, since last reported, Bob Lutz, GMs car czar
announced that they would not be bringing the SportsWagon
stateside after all. It seems that the bean counters at GM don’t
think they can sell a wagon in sufficient numbers to make it
profitable. I am not going to get on my soapbox about this de-
cision in the newsletter, but there are several members, and
you know who your are, can bear witness to my strong opin-

ions on the subject. That being said, GM believes that it CAN
sell the ST in sufficient numbers, and therefore, you can ex-
pect to see the G8 ST trucklet in a Pontiac store in the near
future. No word on availability or pricing, but you can be as-
sured that it will come with the same 361 hp L76 V8 as the
G8. You can see a photo of the ST is the January issue of the
Tiger Times. The G8, which has garnered glowing reviews
from the automotive press, should be arriving in Pontiac show-
rooms as you read this. The first 888 G8s will be special edi-
tions, with some commemorative bling. Actual line #888, will
be given away in a special sweepstakes. Register for your
chance to win the car that might just save Pontiac.
http://www.pontiacg8giveaway.com/



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

2008 Club Officers

Doug Warble—President

513 Chickadee Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: 717-975-9126

lemans6878@yahoo.com

Vic Schreck-Vice President

1109 Stony Battery Road

Lancaster, Pa 17601

717-898-8107

gtojudgepa@aol.com

Andy Kear -Treasurer

2628 Northfield Dr

E. Petersberg, Pa. 17520

717-519-6762

andy68gto@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net
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SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

Why I Love This Car, in my own words.

As a GTO hobbyist, and by default, a Pontiac en-
thusiast, it has been very difficult over the last
two decades to be loyal to the brand that I love. I
think that most of you could agree, that some-
where after the heyday of the musclecar era,
Pontiac lost its way. No longer could we, the loyal
Pontiac fan, get excited when September rolled
around. No longer did the offerings of the once
proud GM “performance” division stir our souls.
What we had to choose from was a collection of
mediocre vehicles, sporting lackluster perform-
ance. Overly styled designs, dripping with acres of
rubber or plastic body cladding, hiding the boring
badge-engineered fleet models of the General’s
“other” division.
Don’t get me wrong, there were some standouts,
and attention getting models, but they were few
and far between.
Now, I know some of you will disagree with what
I’m about to say, but I’m going to say it anyway,
because I am writing this, and it’s just my opinion.
The resurgence of Pontiac began to take shape in
2002, when the decision was made to resurrect
the GTO by using the same basic formula that
John Delorean used in 1963. Take an existing,
mid-size coupe, stuff it with a big V8 engine, and
slap on some bling, and there you have it. Only,
this time, GM dug into its global parts bin and
plucked the awesome Australian Holden (GM)
Monaro, and created the 2004 GTO. Whether you

love the new GTO or not, the car has all the perform-
ance dynamics to make it a true musclecar, for the 21st

century. The only failure of the new GTO, was GMs
marketing. The owners of these new generation GTOs
are fanatical in their devotion and loyalty to these mod-
ern day muscle machines, and you’d be hard pressed to
see them give them up.
But, I have gotten a bit off track.
Beside the 2004 GTO were some other new Pontiacs
that began to show a new direction for the division. The
G6 hit the showrooms, with aggressive styling and
vastly improved overall quality than the Grand Am that
it replaced. Then, a little cheeky 2 seat convertible, the
Solstice, rolled into the local Pontiac stores. In 2005,
the GXP models stated hitting the streets. The 2005
Pontiac Bonneville GXP, stripped of it’s pimped out,
cladding, and stuffed with a 300+ hp V8, was probably
the best Bonneville in years. But, sadly, Pontiac killed
the car after only one year.
But, all of this is a progression, and Pontiac seems to
be on the cusp of a new direction. The new G8 is
poised to be the car that saves Pontiac.
Digging into the global garage once again, GM has
again recruited Holden to design and built its new flag-
ship. Based on the hugely popular (in Australia) Holden
Commodore RWD sedan, the G8 has been tuned for the
North American market. With its modern skin stretched
tightly around its athletic chassis, the G8 oozes aggres-
sive performance. And that oozing doesn’t stop at
physical appearance. Offered with a 261hp DOHC V6
with 5 speed automatic, or a 361hp V8 (in the GT
model) with 6 speed automatic, (a 6 speed manual is
coming) the G8 has the goods to back up its aggressive
looks. Pontiac wisely chose to equip all G8s, either V6
or V8 models, with the same taught suspension, so
either way, you get the same balanced and well man-
nered handling no matter what engine you choose.
If we can look to the 04-06 GTO as an example, the G8
should prove to be well constructed, using quality ma-
terials and a fit and finish unlike Pontiacs of old. The
best news about the G8 is it’s aggressive pricing. Even
the top of the range GT V8 starts at under $30k! I have
only touched on the basics, but if you take a look at the
pictures, this car just looks good! From any angle, the
car has a very un-Pontiac look, or maybe I should say,
the “new Pontiac look! Style wise, this car is a winner!
As the G8s begin to make their way into Pontiac show-
rooms across the region, You can be sure, that I will be
standing in line to have at one to give it a proper once
over. Look for my impressions in a future issue, after I
get a chance to take one for a spin.
The G8 looks to be the car that will make it ok to love
Pontiac again!

Russ Esenwine


