
Meeting
Notice

The June club meeting
will be held Saturday,

June 22nd, at the
conclusion of the day’s

events at the
Carlisle/GM National’s

President’s Message
Classic Car Movies

All of us have a favorite car movie. I could
list many favorites here, but my favorite
two are probably "Vanishing Point" and
"Two Lane Blacktop." I watched them so
many times I can all but quote them line
for line. They capture a place in time that I
wish I could have lived in. Both movies
feature cross country trips that capture the
mood of the culture at the time. We watch
as Jimmy Kowalski tries to outrun
everything in life only to have it all catch
up to him in a hallucinogenic and yet
oh-so-real end. "GTO" and The Girl are
also trying to outrun life, although they
seem to be
running to nowhere. "GTO" does tell us
towards the end of the film, " If I don't
soon get grounded, I'm going to go into
orbit." (how fitting that he drove a Judge
that was Orbit Orange). These films don't
necessarily have a strong plot, but they
make up for it in capturing the landscape
of the day. The cars were cool, especially
in "Two Lane" when we see the action
scenes at the drag strip and the street
races. "Two Lane" also captures
something else, something Ro McGonal
writes about in his forward to the book
"Milt Schornak and The Royal GTO's. He
writes about his experiences riding
through Ohio in 1970 right after the Kent
State University shootings where he and
his friends were trying to get a bite to eat
in a restaurant on a Sunday afternoon
(remember, McDonalds wasn't open 24/7
back then) only to be turned away
because of their appearance even though

The Power of Pontiac

Be sure to visit our website at: www.gtotigers.wordpress.com

The G T O Tiger Times

June 2008 Volume 13 Issue 5

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

it was clear the restaurant clearly wasn't
busy. "Two Lane" depicts a similar scene
where "GTO" has to convince the locals in
a Tennessee diner that The Driver and
The Mechanic were "hometown boys"
even though their appearance clearly said
otherwise. I didn't make the connection
in the movie until I read Ro's comments.
The car community was very much
evolving then. Carlisle was still three
years away from its inaugural event. The
world we live in today is far different. It
might be much faster, almost too fast
paced, but we are much better con-
nected. I suppose in some ways, though,
we are still the same. We are still car
people while the rest of the world treats a
car as an appliance to be thrown away
every couple of years. To that end, I
would encourage all of you to watch both
of these classics. Watch them with an
open frame of mind if you didn't watch
them before-they will not make as much
sense the first time as they will in
subsequent viewings. Enjoy the show.

Doug

The Voice of the GTO Enthusiast in Central Pennsylvania

Coulda, shoulda, woulda, gotta have it………

And now, I do! See story on page 6.



ATTENTION!

Be sure to check out the website

http://gtotigers.wordpress.com

For the latest information of upcoming
events.

Upcoming Events

This month’s meeting was held at Sonic Drive
In, Brownstown, at the conclusion of the Cov-
ered Bridge Cruise. The cruise wrap up can be
seen on Page 3.

Doug called the meeting to order with opening
remarks.

Russ Esenwine read the secretary’s report
from April, and was accepted with a motion
form Joel Miller, seconded by Dave Smith.

Andy Kear presented the treasurer’s report,
which was accepted by a motion from Dave
Smith, seconded by Russ Esenwine.

Old Business.
Updates on upcoming events, including Car-
lisle GM National’s, held June 21-23. By the
time you are reading this, the pre-registration
deadline will have past.
We will be hosting Jim Wanger’s GeeTo Tiger
at our hospitality tent, as well as the Beat the
Tiger competition on Friday night at Quarter
Aces. This will be a great opportunity to meet
the legendary “Godfather” of the GTO, Jim
Wangers himself!

Vic Schreck gave us an update on the Jones
show. Everything is in place, and we have got-
ten tremendous support from Steve Jones,
including underwriting up to $500 in show re-
lated
expenses. More details will be forth coming,
as warranted. For now, the show plans are on
autopilot.

The SVGTO Tigers received a certificate of
appreciation for our participation in the ASP
parade, and have been invited back to attend
next year. (PS: we were encouraged to do
burn outs, by the show organizers. Shhh,
don’t tell!)
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Keep you Pontiac
pure! Insist on
Genuine Pontiac
Service

Club NewsJune 2008

If you have comments
about, or suggestions to
help improve The GTO
Tiger Times, please
contact Russ Esenwine.

macgto@comcast.net

Meeting Notes

May 17th, 2008

In attendance:
Doug Warble
Doug Moyer
Ralph Moyer
Andy Kear
Vic Schreck
Joel Miller
Dave Smith
Joel Nace
Hank Rogish
Russ Esenwine
New member, Butch Taylor

Musclecar Madness is coming up on July 12th, at
the York Expo center. Smitty has been instru-
mental is coordinating with the show organizers
to provide us with group discounts and preferred
club parking for this event. So far there are
about a dozen people committed to the show.
We would like to encourage everyone to join us.
It’s a great event, and there are acres of
beautiful cars to be seen. We plan to gather near
the administration building, inside the Carlisle
Ave. gate, around 8 am, and then proceed to the
show, en masse.

New Business.

Some upcoming events were discussed, including
a yet to be organized cruise to the Jigger Shop in
Ephrata. The Keystone POCI Pontiac show at AW
Golden Pontiac in Reading. This event is in
September. Detail TBA.
The Royal GTOs Bohn Pontiac show has lost it’s
venue, due to the closing of Bohn Pontiac. If we
get any details on a new locale for this show, we
will pass them along immediately.

Finally, the idea has been floated to have an end
of year banquet. Anyone with any suggestions
for this event, please submit to one of the club
officers for consideration.

Meeting adjourned.

The Tiger is Coming!

I spoke with Dave tonight-he told me
that Carlisle is going to provide he and
Jim with a rental car, so they will not
need picked up for the event. They will
be there all three days, so we should
have an opportunity to speak with
them/interview them. I'm looking at a
place in Boiling Springs to cruise to after
Saturday, but I have to go there and
see if there is enough parking there. I
need to iron out a few details with
Carlisle about the race so that I'm sure
everyone is on the same page. Check
out the attachments at the bottom
(announcer speaks over the radio)
Friday, Friday, Friday!!! The GeeTO Ti-
ger comes to Quarter Aces Drag-O-
Way!!! Come Beat The Tiger!!!
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Member Profile

SVGTO Vice President, Vic Schreck

Hi All.
I am Vic Schreck. I joined the SVGTO Tigers in 2007 at
the GM Nationals. Since then I have been active in the
club and attending club events. When it was learned the
V.P. position would be opening up I was asked if I would
give the position some consideration and if I was
nominated would I accept. I thought about it and said,
why not? Shortly there after, I was elected to the
position.
I was born in 1957 and grew up in Millersville, PA. I was
married in 1978 to my present wife Geri, and have 2
boys Chris age 27, and Nick, age 22. I reside in Lancaster
in the Landisville area.
I am retired from the former Dana Corporation in
Lancaster. They assemble the specialty truck chassis, and
axles for Mack Truck in Macungie PA. I also have been
doing custom cabinetry, and furniture making and
general woodworking for the past 28 years. I coached
youth football in Hempfield for 13 years before officially
retiring in 1998. Of those 13 years I was a head coach
for 5. My teams were undefeated league champions 4 of
those 5 years.
My hobbies include, Coaching Football, College Football,
hunting, woodworking, muscle cars, car cruises and
shows. My GTO is a 2005 QSM one with the appearance
package. I am still searching for a 1969, or 1970 GTO,
Judge preferably.
I enjoy being active in the SVGTO Tigers and am always
canvassing for more members and promoting our club.

The Kindness of Strangers
By: Joel Miller

At Spring Carlisle this year, Nathaniel and I went to buy
parts for his 77 Trans Am. We were there for maybe
twenty minutes on Saturday when Nathaniel pointed out
a hood to a 77 Special Edition laying on the ground. We
went over to the gentleman's space to take a look and
see if he had anything else for his car. He did not. All he
had left of the car was the hood. As I am looking at it,
even though we didn't need it, he says to me that he
could make a good deal on it. I said we didn't really
need it and told him about Nathaniel's Trans Am. He
says well if you can get it out of here its yours for the
taking. He had $200 on a sticker on the hood and had
marked it down twice till it was now $75. and he was
now offering it to us free. I was in disbelief. He said he
was tired of tripping over it. Anyone that knows me
knows I can't say no to free Pontiac stuff. I carried it on
one arm about half the complex to go out to the car. As
we made our way to the armory parking lot, I stopped
at the gate to take a break as my heart was pounding.
Ron Willis, a complete stranger from Cincinnati, Ohio
offered to put it on his hand truck he had his stuff on
and help me get it to my vehicle. I told him I was all the
way out against the guard rail as they closed the lot
right after we got there. He was in the third row from
the front but said he was more than willing to help me
out. He said, "This is what this event is all about. This is
how memories are made." He refused any
compensation and I was blown away from his generos-
ity. That morning my wife had told me to take our SUV
but I took the Grand Prix figuring I was not getting
anything big. I called her up and we were able to switch
vehicles without having to pay additional parking but
after she left we found it would not fit in the vehicle. I
got some tie down straps for $10.00 as we had put the
hood on cardboard and laid it on the roof of my wife's
GMC Envoy, till we came back to tie it down. After buy-
ing these straps Nathaniel and I could not figure out
how they worked properly. After about two literal hours
of sitting in the sun beside the vehicle, we were able to
get three to work out of four. So we left. On the way
home it worked loose and we stopped in front of
another strangers house in Carlisle. He came out and
talked to us and proceeded to use a rope he had and tie
a series of knots. We made it home without it moving.
As I reflect back on this day, it is unbelievable to me the
generosity we had been shown. Truly this is a great
hobby. Thanks to all three of these people we now have
a hood at home. My son and I will never forget the
experience.
See ya at the GM Show. Joel

The Tiger has Landed!

Robert Johnson, truck, trailer and Tiger are all at
the Fairgrounds now. Laura verified the tent pay-
ment as well as the count with Toni-we were still at
17 as of this afternoon. She also told us that anyone
who registers after today WILL count towards the
tent. I hope she's right, because I really thought
we'd have more in by today. Robert was very
nice-he had some time to kill before his flight, so
Laura brought him by the shop to meet me. He told
me a little bit about Jim's private collection and that
he'd have a few goodies for us at the show
(T-shirts, etc.). I'm getting pumped up now-only 2
1/2 more weeks!



Classified ads by SVGTO Tigers members will be placed in the GTO Tiger Times free of charge. Please
email your ads to Russ Esenwine, at macgto@comcast.net. I will try to get the ads placed in the

next issue. If you include a photo of the items that you are selling, please send a clear digital
photo in .jpg format. I will include your photos if space permits.

National Organization Information
The Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers is an affiliated chapter of the GTO Asso-

ciation of America, the premier national organization for GTO enthusiasts. Each

month GTOAA members receive The Legend, a Golden Quill Award winning

publication. Members can read the technical articles and have access to the

GTOAA Technical Advisors Staff, use 50 words of free advertising monthly, view

the feature articles on some of the most interesting GTOs you’ll come across,

and have access to the GTOAA Club Store merchandise. For an on-line preview

of The Legend, go to www.gtoaa.org. For local chapter information, send an e-

mail to John Johnson at chapters@gtoaa.org or call 573-581-8013. To receive a

membership application by mail, write to: GTOAA, PO Box 455, Timnath, CO.

80547, or send an e-mail to: membership@gtoaa.org for more information.

The GTOAA National Meet is hosted by various local chapters, and is held an-

nually. The acclaimed Concours and Popular Vote Car Shows bring some of the

finest GTOs together for superb viewing. Other highlights include many re-

nowned Technical and Special Interest speakers, the multi-day swap meet,

drag tracing, and other great events.

2008 Club Officers

Doug Warble—President

513 Chickadee Drive

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: 717-975-9126

lemans6878@yahoo.com

Vic Schreck-Vice President

1109 Stony Battery Road

Lancaster, Pa 17601

717-898-8107

gtojudgepa@aol.com

Andy Kear -Treasurer

2628 Northfield Dr

E. Petersberg, Pa. 17520

717-519-6762

andy68gto@comcast.net

Russ Esenwine-Secretary

1715 Church Road

York, Pa 17408

717-764-5203

macgto@comcast.net

Susquehanna Valley GTO Tigers

SVGTO on the web at:
http://gtotigers.wordpress.com/

My G8 GT
By: Russ Esenwine

If you have been keeping track of the back page,
by now, you all know of my desire to put my butt
in the new Pontiac G8 GT. Well, I am happy to
report, that on May 6th, 2008, the Ignition
Orange Metallic, G8 GT that you see below,
landed in my driveway!

As you have read in previous columns, I really fell
crazy in love with this car. It hit all the right
buttons with me and “my gotta have it” meter,
went off the charts.
I can now say, with all certainty, that I am a
certifiable Pontiac nut.
I mean, come on, who has a pile of Ponchos
when there is barely room for one?
Call me crazy, but I’m insane and I’m happy!

I fought my desire for months to jump into the driver’s
seat, waiting for my first up close and personal with the
Orange colored demon. Finally, my ship came in. Off to
Faulkner Pontiac to take a look-see at my future ride.
The color palette for the G8 is not as vast as some
other GM models, and the orange was an intriguing
option. My eyes were not disappointed when I pulled
into the dealership. Though covered in pollen and under
overcast skies, I could tell this was the color for me. As
an added bonus, Ignition Orange is a 2008 only color.
So, long story short, I drove it home a few days later.

So, what
of this
new
Pontiac
flagship?
This car is
serious
fun!
Packing a
6 liter V8
@ 361hp,
there is
some

serious motivation under that long, scooped hood.
This “big” 4 door GTO will hit sixty in just a tick over 5
second. Think about that for a moment. In the time it
takes you to get out of bed, walk over to hit the snooze
button, you could be doing 60 mph, and without the
bed head!
The G8 is roomy, comfortable and has all the moves to
contend as a serious driver’s car. Struts up front and a
sophisticated multi-link independent rear keeps the G8
planted around the twisties. A feat which I experienced
first hand on the Covered Bridge cruise. And when you
need to stop, meaty 4 wheels vented discs get the job
done.
The car is very quiet at idle, but that 6 liter brute really
roars at WOT.
Cruising on the
highway is a joy.
The G8 GT
moves
effortlessly at
plus legal speeds
without even a
hint of
hesitation. Need
to get past some
slow traffic? Hit
the go pedal, and a few quick downshifts of the 6
speed AT, and everyone else is just seeing your tail
lights disappear. All this speed and style, and 24 mpg to
boot! What’s not to love?

As much as I would love to keep this brute clean and
pristine, I went into this venture, knowing that this G8
would be my daily driver. So, with still less than 1000
miles on the clock, I will continue to enjoy this new
Pontiac flagship, as the days and miles go by.

If you have any doubts, go drive one for yourself. Your
new flagship may have just come in!



SVGTO Covered Bridge Cruise
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Here is a riddle for you.
What has 56 wheels, 112 cylinders, more horsepower than the Space Shuttle, and produces ear-to-ear smiles to all
who see it?
Answer: 14 GTOs and Pontiacs tearing up the back roads of Lancaster Co. Pa!

So it was, on Saturday, May 17th, 2008, a gathering of the goats brought members of SVGTO and their guests for
another fun filled day of scenic splendor, awesome driving, camaraderie and fun.

Our day started with a gathering at the former Ashton’s Bagel Café, now Whole Latte Beans Café (Whole Lotta
Beans). I would like to thank owner Gideon Smucker for his
hospitality, great food, and most of all, not chasing us out of his
parking lot (which we nearly filled!).
10 new and classic GTOs, Buford T Justice (Doug’s 77 Lemans), a
2008 G8 GT and a bright yellow Mustang (wanting to grow up and be
a GTO!) crowded the parking lot at high noon. After some
introductions, good food and conversation, a short driver’s meeting
and the handing out of direction sheets, we were off on the cruise.

The Covered Bridge Tour takes you some of Lancaster County’s most
picturesque countryside, on some quite challenging roads. With good
coordination and planning, our Pontiac trains managed to stay mostly
intact. Crossing 5 historic covered bridges, we wound our way
through the Pequea Creek Valley. No dirt roads this time! We did our homework, but, what are the chances that we
would encounter our blind Amish maiden? Well, it turned out to be 100%! Much to our surprise, we encountered
the same blind woman walking along the same road at nearly the same spot as last year! I would say the Amish are

either creatures of habit, or she didn’t get very far last year! LOL!

We took a break at the Colemanville Covered Bridge to stretch our
legs and admire the beauty of the largest and most spectacular of all
the bridges we saw.

Next up was the cruise to Chickies Rock Park, for another break and
to say goodbye to some of our
fellow cruisers, and meet up with some others.

Off again in a roar of V8 power and dual exhausts, (sorry Buford!) we
started the
second leg of our tour through the beautiful farmlands of the Chickies

Creek Valley. No surprises here, just some great roads and spirited driving.
Our cruise ended at Sonic Drive In, in Brownstown where we all got a chance to satisfy our hunger and recap our
day.

We held our May meeting at the conclusion of the tour and welcomed our
newest member, Butch
Taylor, his wife and his 05 Impulse Blue GTO.

Another wonderfully successful event is in the bag. Thanks to all who
made this such a great day!

Click on the link on our website to see all the pictures from the cruise.

Http://gtotigers.wordpress.com
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SVGTO 2008 Events Calendar (Tentative)

June
Sunday, June 1st, SCCA Auto Cross, Park City, Lancaster Pa.

Friday-Sunday, June 20-22, Carlisle All GM Nationals.
Drag racing at Quarter Aces Dragway (formerly South Mountain) Friday Evening. Car show at
Carlisle Fairgrounds, Saturday/Sunday.

Sunday, June 29th, SCCA Autocross, Park City, Lancaster, Pa.

July
Saturday, July 12, York/US 30 Muscle Car Madness, York Expo Center, York, Pa.

July 15th – 19th, GTOAA Nationals, Saratoga Springs, NY.

August

Saturday, August 9th, SVGTO/Jones Pontiac, All Pontiac Show, 9-3

GTOAA East Coast Regionals, Parsippany, NJ.

September

Neffsville Car Show, Lancaster Co. Pa
Outlaw Pontiacs, Drag and Show, Cecil Co Dragway, Rising Sun, Maryland.

September 23rd, Keystone POCI Pontiac Show, AW Golden Pontiac, Reading Pa.
Details here: http://www.pontiacfallmeet.com/

Gettysburg Battlefield Cruise, 2.0

As in past years,
Motor Menders holds their monthly Cruise In/Car Shows at two venues, from April until October.

The 4th Friday of each month, at The Markets at Shrewsbury, 5-9pm.

The 2nd Saturday of each month, at Weis Market, Roosevelt Ave. York, 4-8pm.


